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Moſt Reverend Father in God, 


WIL LI A M, 
By Divine Providence, 


Lord Archbiſhop of Dublin, Pri- 
mate and Metropolitan of Ireland, 


MY LORD, 


"HOSOEVER, with any hope of 
W Succeſs would contribute to the 
YY Cure of a Malady, whether of 
Body or Mind, muſt not only conſider the 
natural Force and Virtue of the Medicine he 
prepares for it, but alſo have a ſpecial regard 
to the Conſtitution and Diſpoſition of the Pa- 
tient for whom he intends it. For however 
a Remedy may appear in itſelf to be well 
adapted to the Diſeaſe, yet if the ſick Man 
either is not able to take ir, or has not Strength - 
ſufficient to retain and digeſt it, it is not poſ- 
A 2 ſible 


* 

DEI CAT LON. 
ſible that it ſheuſd avail any Thing towards 
his Recovery. . 

How epidemical the Diſeaſe, not only of 
Hetercdexy but even Infidelity, is become a- 
mongſt us, may indeed, and ought, by every 
good Man to be lamented ; but is too plain 
to be either denied or diſſembled: In Oppo- 
ſition to * which, though many excel 
Bogks ofrall ſorts have been * oth 


own Language, and ſome of them with the 


greateſt Leargin d get becauſe 
many ſtil] eh | ou 1 LAG Ho per- 
_ truly) that they have not time to read 
arge; Vol or want Capacity. to digeſt 
choke *th "Wes tile more" chan brd 
learned; TERHLVN ever locked upbn it us à very 
uſeſul Work (and much to be approved of 
ia thoſe who at any time have attempted it) 
to contract the moſt material Arguments that 
are urged in Defence of the true. Religion, -or 
any part of it; and to bring them within as 
narrow a compaſs, as may be conſiſtent Fir 
both that Strength and Clearneſs, which \w 
always ſuppoſe neceſſary in order to their pre- 
vailing upon the Minds of Men. 50 
Something of this nature I have thought it 
my Duty, more than once, to endeavour from 
the Pulpit: And what I bad ſo done, having 
met with ſome ſmall Approbation from di- 


[ 


vers Perſons of Candour and Judgment; when 


your Grace was pleaſed to lay your Commands 


upon me to perform, in my turn, the om | 


— 
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of a Preacher at your ordinary Viſitation, T 
thought I could not do a thing more accepta- 
ble to my Brethren of the Clergy, or at leaſt 
the younger of them, than thus at one View 
to bring to their Remembrance the main and 
moſt fundamental Points of our Religion, (t. 
which we ought all of us conſtantly to have 
an Eye in the whole Courſe of our Miniſtry) 
together with ſome of the chief Reaſons and 
Arguments, whereby we maintain and defend 
them againſt the ſeveral ſorts of Adverſaries 
with whom we have to do. 

I therefore carefully recollected what I had 
to this Purpoſe formerly ſtudied and digeſted : 
And after I had compriſed the moſt material 
part of it in an Hour's Diſcourſe, I began to 
entertain a Reſolution of making the whole 
more public; in hopes that, through the 
Bleſſing of God, it might from the Preſs have 
as good an Effect as, I was aſſured, it formerly 
had had upon ſome from the Pulpit. 

In order hereunto, I communicated what I 
had written to ſeveral of the moſt judicious 


of my Friends; who were pleaſed not only 


not to diſapprove of my Deſign, but alſo to 
ſuggeſt ſome Things to me, for the farther 
and better Proſecution of the moſt neceſſary 
Part of what I had undertaken ; I mean, that 
which was moſt directly levelled againſt Athei/m 
and Infidelity : And this is the Realon why 
1 have now more largely inſiſted on the Truth 
and Neceſſity of Revealed Religion, than what 


A 3 at 


„ 


—— 23 — * 
* © = a 
— 2 — 2 2 „ 
. 


v - DEDICATION. 


at firſt I intended; or may ſcem proportionable 
to the other Branches of the Diſcourſe. 

Having thus troubled your Grace with an 
Account cf the Riſe and Progreſs of this ſmall 
Work, I humbly beg leave to prefix your 
Name before it; not only as an Acknowledg- 
ment of my being immediately accountable 
to your Juriſdiction for whatever Doctrine I 
teach, or other miniſterial Act 1 perform, 
within your Dioceſe, (which, antecedent to the 
Laws of the Land, I take to be a Conſequence 
from the Divine Inſtitution of Epiſcepacy) but 


a ſo as a publick Teſtimony of that ſincere 


Honour and Reverence, which your Grace 
Las a juſt Title to from every one, I think, 
v ho has a true Value for either our Religious 


or Civil Conſtitution. 


It is an urjuit Reflection which ſome Men 
zfe&t to make upon all Dedications of this 
fort, almoſt without any Diſtictinon; That 
for a Man to ſpeak well of the Patron he has 
made Choice cf, is, in their Opinion, little 
elſe but Flattery, But the Reaſon why the 
Liſe of a gcoJ Man is by all allowed to be 
written and publiſhed after his Death, will, I 
think, hold alſo as well for the giving him 
his due Character evea while he is alive: I 
mean, that it may be an Incitement to 
others to follow his Example: And provided 
a Man ſays no more than what is true; to 
condemn him of any ſecret or ſiniſter Deſign 
therein, is to aſſume the Place of God nen: 

lelt, 
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ſelf in paſſing Judgment upon the private 
Thoughts of the Heart, which are only known 
_ him who is both the Maker and Searcher 
it. 1 etw 15 | 
- Had I a Deſign of 'writing a Panegyrick 
on your Grace, I am ſure there is very ſuffici- 
ent Matter for it. The Strictneſs of your 
Life, yet without Moroſeneſs or Sourneſs of 
Temper, all along from your Youth; your 
great Knowledge in all the uſeful Parts of 
Learning, notwithſtanding the almoſt conſtant 
Interruption of your Studies, which for above 
theſe thirty Years paſt has unavoidably atten- 
ded you; your great Labour and Diligence 
in the per/onal Diſcharge of your Cure, while 
you were a Pariſh-miniſter ; your ſrequent 
and vigorous appcaring in behalf of our 
Church and Religion, againſt Enemies of all 
Sorts ; and more particularly at the Time 
when it was thought moſt dangerous ſo to do; 
[ Anno 1687.] your unwearied Care and Vigi- 
lance in ſettling the Affairs of that Dioceſe 
unto which you were moſt deſervedly promo- 
red, after the late Times of Confuſion ; your 
more than ordinary Caution in admitting no 
Man to Holy Orders, or a Cure of Souls, until 
by a ſtrict Examination he appears to be ſuf- 
ficiently qualified, both as to his Life and 


Learning; your narrow Inſpection into the 


Behaviour of all your Clergy ; and as far as 
it 1s poſſible, into every Thing under your 
Charge within your Dioceſe and Province 

| your 
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your Patience in hearkening to every Mam 
that has any reaſonable Cauſe of applying to 
you; your Readineſs, as you have Opportuni- 
ty, to encourage every Man who honeſtly en- 
deavours to perform his Duty; your great 
Temper, as upon all other Occaſions, ſo par- 
ticularly in diſtegarding the rude Behaviour 
of thoſe who ſeem to lay hold on any Op- 
portunity to provoke you; the Mildneſs as 
well as Weight of your Reproofs to thoſe 
that offend; your Readineſs to pardon every 
Man that conſcientiouſly returns to his Duty; 
and Reſolution in puniſhing (to your Power) 
thoſe who obſtinately perſiſt in the Breach of 


it; your Hoſpitality, Liberality, Charity; and 


(that I may not run out into numberleſs Par- 
ticulars) your conſtant Adherence to the 
true Intereſt of Church and State; and Cou- 
rage upon all Occaſions to diſcharge a good 
Conſcience, without any regard to the Paſſions 
of Men, or the humour of this or that Party; 
all this, I fay, and more that might be reck- 
oned up, would be a Subject ample enough to 
enlarge upon, had I the Vanity to think that 
any thing I can fay, would in the leaſt contri- 
bute to make your Grace better known than 
you already are to all good Men amongſt us. 
If Ido not offend your Grace in thus mak- 
ing public mention of theſe Things, I am 
perſuaded that no other god Man will in the 
leaſt find Fault with me for it; and for the 
uncharitable Part of the World, I hope I have 
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learned ſo much from your Grace's Example, 
as not to regard their Cenſures. Iam, with 


all Reſpect and Duty, 


Your GRACE“s 


Mot Obedient 


And humble Servant, 


THE 
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T is a melancholy Reflexion, that many 
Men affect to treat Religion, and the Per- 
4 ſons who are the immediate Officers of it, 
3 with more Spite and Ul- nature than they do 
| any other Thing whatſoever. For Example, 
' that many unneceſſary Curioſities baue been 
3 brought in, to the clogging and perplexing both 
f Law and Phyſick; and that there have 
Been not a few unfair and corrupt Pratiitioners 
in both theſe Faculties, is what honeſt and ſober 
* Phyſicians aud Lawyers, as well as other Men, 
Have often complained f; yet no Man has 
> bitherto been ſo wild as to inſinuate from hence 
* that therefore both theſe noble Profeſſions ſhould 
* be (not only aemnded and reformed, but) wholly 
* exploded and laid aſide. And although there have 
: been Multitudes of Petty foggers and Empiricks 
in all Ages, yet ſtill there is no Man but be- 
* lieves that there are, or at leaſt may be, many 
very honeſt Lawyers and Phyſicians in the a 
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But with veſ] bo Reli i I * — 
ters 27 B 5 4 Barks f Men 50 % end- 
vour to ſuggeſt another way of reaſoning; and 
becauſe it is not deny d but that there have 
been many falſe Religions brought into the 
World, therefore they will allow none to be 
true. Becauſe we own that the true Religion 
has, in divers Places and Apes, been corrupted, 
(partly by Ignorance and partly by #be Craft 
of deſigning Men) therefore they will allow 
no Part of it to be genuine and ſound : And 
becauſe it is not conteſted but that there have 
been many ambitions and wicked Men, who 
for evil and worldly Ends” bave thruſt them- 


ſelves into the Offices of the true as well. as 


falſe Religions,” therefore under the Name of 


Prieſts (whom without diſtinction they render 
as odious as may be) they endeavour to explode 
and wholly lay afide the very Office of the 


Miniſtry; although for Faſhion ſakey they would | 


ſometimes ſeem to allow that there is ſome 


litile Truth in Religion: And hence it has | 


come to paſs that Chriftiantty has been in- 
duſtriouſly dreſs up in a FooPs Coat, and 
treated as if it were no better than a Fable 
or idle Tale: that Prieſts of all Religions, 
without any Diſtinftion, have been pronounced 
to be the ſame, and the Sentence received 
with the Applauſe of mam; and all manner 
of Diſtinction between thoſe who are to miniſter 
in the Offices of Religion, and the People who 
are to receive the Benefit of ſuch Miniſtry, 


by ſame has been repreſented as nothing more 
than 


£ 
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than a Defigh of crafty Men to gain to them- 


3 felves a Dominion vver the Conſciences of 


others. % 

But how contrary is this way of arguing to 
that Clearneſs and Strength of Reaſon, which 
theſe Men ſeem ſo much to admire and fland up 
for? Put the Caſe that ninety and wine Parts of 


an Hundred of all the Lawjers and Phyſicians 


in the World ſhould prove Fools or Knaves, would 
this be a good Reaſon why any Man ſhould whol- 
ly rejef? either Law or Phyſick, and refuſe 10 
hearken to, or make the leaſt nſe of a ſober and 
Bonet Man of either Profeſſion, where his 
Health and Eftate were concerned ? And if there 
had been more Knavery among the Prieſts than 
even they who aggravate thoſe Things beyond 
Meaſure do pretend; would it follow from 
hence that therefore the Office of the Miniſtry 
itſelf is only a Cheat, and Religion no better 
than a Fittion ? Certainly they who think freely 
ought always to judge of Matters, by the Reaſon 
of things, and not by the real or pretended cor- 


; rupt Prattices of any Sett or Order of Men : 


* 
* 


And upon this Iſſue I bave endeavoured in the 
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following Diſcourſe entirely to put the Cauſe of 
Religion. 

My Defign being to offer unto others the ſame 
full and clear Conviftion which, I bleſs God, I 


¶ have in my own Mind about the Things I write 


ef; wherever I have had Occafion to propoſe a 


N 
1 


| Difficulty, I have not in the leaſt endea voured to 


4 conceal the Strength of it: And although J 


4 think I have given a ſuſficient and ſatisfafery 
B 
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Anſwer to every Objection that has come in my 
Way, yet becauſe it is poſſible that my Words may 
not always fully convey the utmoſt of my Thoughts 
to the Mind of my Reader; ] have only this Re- 
queſt to make to him, that upon all ſuch Occaſions 
as thoſe, he would endeavour to ſupply whatever 
Defetts he finds me to have been guilty of, and 
conſider not only what I have ſaid, but alſo 
what farther might, if neceſſary, be offered up- 
on each Subject. And if what I bere write has 
but ſo far an Effect upon him as to put bim upon 
a ſober and impartial Enquiry after farther and 
better Satisfaction than what he thinks I have 
been able to give him; I ſhall look on my Pains to 
be very well beſtowed, | 
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TEST of REASON. 


$1. Intention in the following Diſ- 
courſe being with what ng” e 
Plainneſs I can, to bring Chriſti 
anity, as it is profeſſed in the E/- 
tabliſbed Church, to a fair and equal, yet ftrit and 
impartial 'Tryal- at the Bar of Reaſon + For the 
more clear and methodical Proceeding herein, I 
know no better Way than to take my Beginning 
and Rule of Direction in this whole Affair, from 
thoſe remarkable Words of the bleſſed Apoſtle 
St. Peter ; which: ought, I think, to make a deep 
Impreſſion upon the Mind of ev ery one who reads 
or hears them; 1 Pet. iii. 15. Be ready always 
give an Anſwer to every Man that aſke:h you a Reaſ1 
of the Hops that is in you, with Meekneſs and Fear. 
And before I come to draw any thing from the 
Words themſelves, it will not be amiſs to give a 
ſhort Account of the Occaſion of them, and their 


Connection with the reſt of the Chapter. 


At 
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At the Tenth Verſe of this Chapter, St. Peter 
aſſures us that the beſt and moſt certain Way ſor 
Man to live with Safety and Security to b. 
even in this World, is to be truly, virtuous, and x95 
ligious: He that will love Life and ſee good' Daus 
let him refrain his Tongue from Evil, and his Lin 
that they ſpeak no Guile; lat him eſchew Bui. and dþ 


two Reaſons: The firſt in the tweltth Verſe; 
namely, that good Men are in the Favour, and 
conſequently, under the immediate Protection of 
Almighty God; while the Wicked are expoſed, 
even in this Life, to his Wrath and Vengeance : 
For (ſays he) the Eyes of the Lord are over the 
Righteous, and his Ears are open unto their Prayers : 
But the Face of the Lord is againſt them that ds 
evil, 

The other Reaſon (contained in the thirteenth 
Verſe) is drawn from that Temper and Diſpoſi- 
tion which even naturally prevails in Mankind, 
if it be not perverted by evil Principles, or Paſſion 
that is to ſay, not to hurt, or injure thoſe, who are 
ſo far from giving them any juſt Provocation, 
that on the contrary, they are ready, upon all 
Occaſions, by kind and charitable Offices to en- 


gage and win the Love and Good-will of all that 


they converſe with. And who is he that will harm 
you, if ye be Followers of that which is good © As if he 
had ſaid in other Words, If thoſe Men amongſt 
whom you live, however of a different Perſuaſion 
from you in Religion, do always by Experience 
find that your Behaviour is inoffenſive, and that 
Truth, Juſtice, and Charity do conſtantly prevail 
with you, and have a never-failing Influence up- 
on all your Actions; what Man amongſt them is 
there, or can there be, who, it he be guided but 


by 


L Sect. I. Sy ibe Tet of RAS Ox. 19 


by the common Principles of Reaſon and Prudence, 
will ever offer to do you any Hurt, when thereby 


it is evident that he can derive no real Benefit or 


Advantage to himſelf? hen a Man's Ways do 
thus pleaſe the Lord, he may have a probable Ex- 


pectation, even by the Rules of Reaſon as well ag 


thoſe of Religion, that his Enemies, if they are not 
altogether irrational in their Proceedings, will be- 
come ſo far reconciled, as at leaſt to be at peace with 


im, Prov. xvi. 7. 


| But when it is conſidered how much the greateſt 
part of Mankind are overſwayed and governed by 
their Paſſions and Prejudices, in direct Oppoſition, 
very often, both to Reaſon and Religion; the Con- 
= ſequence from hence muſt needs (ſometimes at leaſt) 
be, that the more careful and exact a Man is in the 
Performance of his Duty, the more certainly may 
he expect to be hated and perſecuted by ſome ſort of 
> Men for it. 

In order therefore, to arm and prepare all 
Chriſtians for ſuch Hatred and Perſecution, as 
God in his Providence, for their better Tryal, 
» ſometimes ſuffers to befal them; the Apoſtle pro- 
ceeds to recommend unto them the three following 
Qualifications. Firft, That they be couragious 
and reſolute; in the fourteenth Verſe, But and if 


ye /uffer for. Righteouſneſs ſake, happy are ye; and 


be not afraid of their Terror, neither be troubled. 
#3 Secondly, That they be inwardly and ſincerely pious 
and holy; in the former Part of the fifteenth Verſe, 


n ſanctiſy (ſays he) the Lord God in your Hearts. 


And Thirdly, That they be well inſtructed and 
grounded in that Religion which they profeſs; in 
the Words of my Text, (for ſo I may have leave 
to call that Paſſage of Holy Scripture which 1 have 
choſen for the Ground-work of my whole Diſcourſe) 
Be ready always to give an Anſwer io every Man that 
7 4 aſketh 
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aſteth you a Reaſon of the Hope that is in you, with 

A Meekneſs and Fear. 

# Toofſe a Man a Reaſon of the Hope that is in him, 
ſignifies here, neither more nor leſs than in other 

Terms to demand why he is of fuch a Religion; 

4 and upon what Ground he expects to be ſaved 

E by it. And the Word Fear I take, in this place, 
to be pnt not to ſignify the Fear of God, (although 
it may well enough be underftood in that Senſe 
alſo) and much leſs the Fear of ſuffering for Re- 
ligion, or a good Conſcience, (which St. Peter had 
juſt before forbid in the fourteenth Verſe, as our 
Saviour alfo has expreſly done, Matt. x. 28.) but 
rather to be added as a farther Explication of the 
Word Meeknefs ; and to denote a Fear or Caution 
of offending or exaſperating the Perſon or Perſons, 
who at any time ſhall put ſuch Queſtions or De- 
mands to us, as my Text requires us to return an 
Anſwer to. 

$. II. From the Words thus opened and ex- 
plained, we may fairly draw theſe four Propoſi- 
tions. 

Firſt, That every Man ought to have ſome Na- 
fon for his being of that Religion which he profeſſes. 
For how could it be poſſible for a Man to give an 
Anſwer to him that aſ#s him a Reaſon of his Re- 

| ligion, if he has not firſt ſome Reaſon for it him» 
felt ? 

Secondly, That the Reaſon upon which a Man 

„ grounds his Religion ought to be ſuch, as not only ſatiſ< 
| fies himſelf, but alſo may be fit and proper to convince 

any other Perſon, who duly and 1mpartially weighs ard 

conſiders it. For it would be to no manner of Pur- 
j poſe to offer any Reaſon for Religion (or indeed for 
| any thing whatſoever) if the Reaſon ſo offered were 
not proper, in its own Nature, for the Conviction 
of ſuch as ſhould hearken to it, 


Thirdly, 
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* Thirdly, That every Man when he is thereunto 
guly called and required, fbould be ready freely to give 


Me Reaſon for bis being of ſuch a Religion, unto an 
one that 544 it from him: Or (in the Wer 
gf my Text) to give an Anſwer to every one who aſteth 
Reaſon of the Hope that is in him, as the Apoſtle 
re directs. 


And Fourthly and laſtly, That this Reafon ought 


ays be given in ſo mild and meet a manner, as may 
f tend to exaſperate, or give any juſt Ground of Of- 
ce unto any one that aſks it : Or with Meekneſs and 
Fear, as my Text expreſſes it. 


That theſe four Propoſitions are contained in the 
Text, and juſtly raiſed from it, I take to be ſuffici- 


tly plain; I proceed now to offer what may be 


pheceſſary for the farther Confirmation of each of 


em in the order they lie z and then from the whole, 


all endeavour to draw ſuch Inferences, as appear 
be moſt proper and uſeful, | 
$ III. Firſt then, that every Man ought to have 


Mo Poe on for his being of that Religion which he 


or is this any more than what is re- 


ofeſſes. 


quired from us in divers Places ' of the Holy Scrip- 


es. St. Paul directs us firſt to prove all things, 


and then to hold faſt that which is good, 1 Thel, v. 
1. St. John gives us a Caution that we ſhould 
dot believe every Spirit; but make” uſe of our Un- 
Qerſtanding, and whatever Helps God has fur- 


ſhed us with, to try the Spirits whether they are of 
Fd, 1 John iv. 1. The Men of Berea are appro- 
ed of and commended, for ſearching the Scriptures 
the Old Teſtament, (whoſe Authority they had 
fore upon good Grounds received) whether thoſe 
ngs which St. Paul taught were ſo, Acts xvii. 11. 
The ſame Apoſtle 4 to the common Reaſon 
Man, when he ſays, 7 /peak as to wiſe Men, judge 
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ye what I ſay, 1 Cor. x. 15. And even our Saviour 
himſelf ſufficiently intimates, that every Man's own "3 


Judgment, upon the beſt Information he can get, 
muſt be to him the immediate Ground and Rule of 
his Religion ; when he condefcends to ſubmit even 
his own Miſſion and Doctrine to this Tryal : Yea, 
and why even of your ſelves judge ye not what ts right ? 
ſays he, Luke xii. 57. ” 1 
To theſe Paſſages of Holy Scripture many more, 
if occaſion were, might be added; which, though _ 7 
not all of them ſo directly and expreſly, yet by 


the cleareſt and beft Conſequence, do confirm ö 


and illuſtrate the Truth of this firſt Propoſition. 
But, if we have Recourſe to the Reafon of the 


thing, it will ſet the Matter in a moſt clear Light, 


and demonſtrate, beyond Exception, the Folly . 
of that Man who takes his Religion upon Truſt, 
or without ſuch Proof as may be ſufficient to con- 


vince and ſatisfy his own Mind of the Trum n 


of it. A 
In all Matters of great and ſerious Conſequence, 7 
no Man of common Prudence will proceed to at 
blindly and at random; but will always, to the 
reſt of his Power, firſt enquire into the Ground 
and Reaſon of what he is to do, before he venture 
upon it. He that ſhould buy or ſell an Eſtate, 


build or pull down his Houſe, or change his Habi- 
tation from one Place or Country to another, 


and not know why or for what Reaſon he does any 4 
of theſe things, would by all be looked upon a1 3 


gullty of very great Folly, becauſe upon ſuch fe 
things as theſe the Comfort and Satisfaction of this &F 


preſent Life is ſuppoſed in a very great meaſure to NA 


depend: But what can be of greater, or fo great 7%. 


Moment and Conſequence to us, as Religion! 


upon which altogether depends the Favour of * f 7 
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fuffering for it. 


23 


Ine Peace of our Conſcience, and our eternal 


elfare or Miſery never to be retrieved. If then 


ren in the Affairs of this World, which are but 


of an inferior Concern to us, we always think 
{ neceſſary to weigh our Actions, and have a 
eaſon for them, bcfore we venture upon Matters 
that are of any Importance; much more cer- 
ainly ought we to do the ſame in the Caſe of 


Feligion, the Concern whereof is no leſs than 


Eternal. 

Farthermore, it is a Principle 3 
Maintained, if not by all the World, yet at lea 

y all ſuch as profeſs Chriſtianity ; that if God, 


1 n the Courſe of his Providence, calls a Man 


ereunto, he ought readily to ſuffer any Perſe- 


Fution or Torment for the Sake of his Religion, 


and undergo even Death itſelf, if there be Occa- 
Sion, rather than renounce or deny it: But he 


chat ſhould ſuffer all this, and yet not know why 
For wherefore he did ſo, whatever Opinion we 
might have of his Courage, it is certain we ought 
to have but very little of his Wiſdom ; and where 
= Man has no ſufficient Reaſon for his Religion, 


it is not poſſible he ſhould have any ſuch for his 


If then, in a Buſineſs of the greateſt Concern, 


. Nie ought by no means to act blindly and by 


ance, not knowing whether we are in the right 


pr the wrong; and if, upon Occaſion, we would 


Hot ſuffes, like Fools, we know not why, it is no 
weſs than neceſſary that every one of us ſhouid have 
eme geod Reaſon for the Religion we profeſs ; which 
Was . Propoſition. 

S IV. I proceed to the ſecond, which was, 
That the Reaſon upon which a Man grounds his Re- 
eien, ought to be ſuch, as not only ſatisfies himſelf, 
1 alſo may be fit and proper to convince any 
ether 
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other Perſon who duly and impartially weight and 


conſiders it. 
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f Religion were intended by God for a Secret ; 


of which when a Man had ou the Knowledge, 
he were to keep it to himſelf, and communicate it 


to no other Perſon ; then indeed, if he were once in 


his own Mind and Underſtanding ſufficiently ſa- 
tisfied about it, it were no matter whether his Rea- 
ſons were known or not ktiown to the reſt of the 
World; or what ether Men did or might think 
of them : But the Caſe of Religion is quite other- 
wiſe ; in which as all Men are univerſally con- 
cerned; fo is it the Deſign and Command of God, 
that it ſhould every where be publickly taught and 
propagated — all Mankind; that every Man 
who will but 2 impartial Attention to it, may 
come to the Knowledge, and embrace the Pro- 
feſſion of it: For which End, as the .\poſtles of 
Chriſt were ſent abroad with Commiſſion and a 
Command to preach the Goſpel to every Creature, 
Mark xvi. 15. ſo has God appointed a perpetual 


Order of Miniſters in the Church, for the con- 
ſtant carrying on of the ſame Work, to the End 


of the World, wherever they can gain Admittance ; 
beſides, the Obligation that lies upon Parents 76 
bring up their Children in the Nurture and Admoni- 


tion of the Lord, Eph. vi. 4. that is to ſay, both in 


the Knowledge and Practice of Religion; and 


upon all Chriſtians whatſoever to etify, 1 Theſſ. | 


v. 11. that is, in private Converſation, to inſtruct, 


admoniſh, and perſuade one another, according to 


their ſeveral Abilities and Opportunities: But if 


the Reaſons, upon which Religion is grounded, are 


not fit and proper in their Nature, to convince and 
ſatisfy every Man, who without Prepoſſeſſion or 
Prejudice attends unto them, the Propagation of 
it throughout the World, in the Manner pre- 

ſcribed, 
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all Men of Senſe and Underſtanding. 
therefore that either Religion is not to be propagated 
in the Way which God has directed, and is the only 
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* ſcribed, would be a thing altogether impoſſible ; and 
therefore abſurd to be either commanded or intend- 
ed. Fot whoſoever ſhould go about to perſuade 
other Men to believe Doctrines, obey Laws. regard 
2 Threatnings, or rely upon Promiſes, without offer- 
ing them ſufficient Reaſon to convince them of their 
Truth, Obligation, and Certainty ; as in all Probabi- 


lity, he would gain but very few Proſelytes, ſo would 


+ he moſt juſtly deſerve with Scorn to be rejected by 
It remains 


Method that ſuits with rational Creatures; or elſe 
the Reaſons upon which it is grounded muſt be ſuch as 
are fit and proper, in their own. Nature, 10 convince 


2d 
* every Man, who duly and imparfally weighs and con- 
© /iders them Which was my ſecond Propoſition, 


| § V. I paſs on to the Third, which was this; 


* 
* 


That every Man, when he is thereunto duly called 
and required, ſhould be ready freely to give the Reaſon 


be for his being of ſuch a Religion, unto any one that de- 


mands it from bim. 

It is not indeed every Man's Buſineſs to diſpute 
or maintain an Argument for his Religion. Diſ- 
| Putation is an Art, and requires long Study and 
much Practice, for a Man to become ſkilful in it; 


2 


4 
ON 
» 


and he that has even the beſt Cauſe to manage, 


may yet, if he be a Stranger to this Art, be eafily 
baffled by a cunning and ſophiſtical Adverſary ; 
and the plaineſt Truths may be much injured by 
3 a weak and unpracticed Defender of them: Nor is 
every Man, who may be fit to be received into the 
Church of Chriſt, preſently to think himſelf qua- 
lified for doubtful Diſputations, Rom. xiv. 1. An 
honeſt Man, who with a very good Conſcience en- 
+ gages in a Law-Suit, * he is able to give 
> to 
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to any impartial Man a fair and ſatisfactory Account 
of the Juſtice of his Cauſe, yet may not be fit to 
plead it in the Court; and a 3 Chriſtian, who 
can give very good Reaſons for the Religion he pro- 
feſſes, may in like manner be of as little Ability to 
diſpute for it. | 

Nor can it be the Duty even of the moſt learned 
Men and able Diſputants, for ever to be wrangling 
with ſuch as are contentious and obſtinate, and will 
not obey the Truth, Rom. ii. 8. although pro- 
poſed to them with ſufficient Evidence for their Con- 
viction : For this would be only to beſtow their 
Time and Labour in vain, which might be employed 
to-better and more uſeful Purpoſes. If an Heretick 
will not be reclaimed, even by repeated Inſtructions 
and Admonitions, he is to be rejected, Tit iii. 10. 
At leaſt until ſuch time as there may appear to be 
ſome better hopes of him; and it was our bleſſed 
Saviour's own Direction to his Apoſtles, that where- 

geber Men would not receive them, ner hear their 
Mords, they ſhould dipart out of that Houſe or City, 
and ſhake off the Duſt of their Feet for a Teſtimony 
againſt them, Matt. x. 14. Luke ix. 5. which was 
accordingly put in practice by St. Paul and Barna- 
bas, Atts xiii. 45, 51. whoſe Example, being 
grounded on the expreſs Inſtruction of Chriſt him- 
ielf, may certainly be followed by every Teacher or 
Preacher of the Goſpel. 

But as every Man, however unable to diſpute 
much for his Religion, yet ought to have ſome good 
Reaſon for it, as I have already ſhewn ; ſo ought he 
to be ready to offer this Reaſon to any one who de- 
mands it of him. And this he is obliged to do, as 
well for the Credit and Reputation of his Religion, 
25 out of Love and Charity to the Soul of his Neigh- 


bour. 
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As to the former of theſe ; every Man in his ſeve- 
ral Station, and according to his Capacity, ought 
7” certainly to endeavour to bring true Religion as much 

into Repute as he can ; and to adorn the Doctrine of 
' God our Saviour in all Things, Tit. ii. 10. This 
being the only way we have to advance the Ho- 
nour of our Creator; for whoſe Glory we ought 
above all things to be concerned. But what greater 
Diſcredit can there be brought upon Religion, than 
that they who profeſs it ſhould be either unable or 
unwilling to give any juſt Reaſon for their ſo doing? 
It makes it look as if it was only a Device and Con- 
trivance to impoſe upon the World, and had no- 
thing of Truth and Reality in it; when they dare 
not fairly bring it to the Light, that it may be mani- 
I that it comes from God, John iii. 21. But, on 
the other ſide, when they who own and profeſs the 
true Religion are ready, upon all Occaſions, to 
give ſuch Reaſons for it, as do not only clearly and 
thoroughly ſatisfy themſelves, but are alſo proper and 
fit to convince all other Men, that impartially give 
Ear unto them: This moſt evidently demonſtrates 
both their own Sincerity and alſo the Truth of that 
Religion which they profeſs ; and conſequently frees 
it from all Suſpicion of Impoſture, and advances 
its Reputation with. all ſober and conſidering 
Men, 

Then, as to the other thing mentioned, name» 

ly, Love and Charity; we are partly taught by 


te the Law of Nature, and more fully and diſtinct- 
od ly by that of Chriſtianity, that we ought to have 
he an univerſal Love for all Men; and conſequently 
le- that we are obliged to do them all the Good 
as which at any time reaſonably may lie within 
Ng * our Power: Now the greateſt Good which one 
;h- Z Man can do another, and that without any In- 
4 % C 2 convenience 
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convenience to himſelf, is to aſſiſt and promote 
him in the Attainment of eternal Happineſs ; 
which is not any other way to be done, but by 
forwarding bim in the Profeſſion and Practice of 
true Religion; to a due Senſe of which, it is not 
poſſible to bring a Man any other way, than by 
laying the Grounds and Reafons of it fairly before 
him: And however any one may be conſcious to 
himſelf of the Weakneſs of his own Underſtanding, 
or his Inability to argue or diſpute much, even for 
the Truth of Itſelf; yet if with Honeſty and Since- 
tity he has firſt ſought for Satisfaction in Religion, 
and then upon any fair Occaſion propoſes to another 
what he himſelf is fo ſatisfied with, and this with- 
out betraying or injuring his Cauſe, by pretending 
to ſay more for it, than what he is qualified for ; 
he knows not how great a Bleſſing, and what good 
Succeſs God may be pleaſed to give to his pious 
and charitable Endeavours ; eſpecially if his Words 
are accompanied with that Meetneſs and Gentleneis, 
which is one of the peculiar Marks of true Chriſ- 
ttanity, ; 
_ VI. And chis brings me to my fourth and laſt 
Propoſttion, namely, That this Reaſon (whatever it 
be which is offered for Religion) cught always to be 
given in ſo mild and meek a manner, as may not tend 
to exaſperate or give any juſt ground of Offence unte 
any one that aſks it. 

It is a Fault, and I think a very great one, which 
too many of all Parties and Perfuaſions are guilty 
of, that when once they differ in Opinion about 


Religion, they often are not content to debate the 


Matter with Sobriety and Calmneſs; but they fre- 
quently give reproachful Language, and run out 
into perſonal Reflections, with bitter and ſatyrical 


Invectives, or at leaſt oblique and harſh * 
eac 
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each againſt the other; of which I wiſh the Writ 
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Judgment to the Acknowledgment of the Truth, 


the Practice of it: Now, as there is a decent: 


biqmſelf, in his dealing with the Scribes and Pha- 


" ings of ſome learned Men, of all Sides, were not 
too notorious an Inſtance: Who, while they ap- 
pear zealous, each of them, for what they think to 
| the Truth, are often very forgetful of the plain 
Obligations of Charity; which ſurely is neverthe- 
eis due to a Man for being of a different Opinion 
From us. But methinks that even Reaſon itſelf, as: 
well as my Text, ſhould teach us to proceed after 
another Manner; that is to fay, always to propoſe 
whatever we have to offer in Behalf of Religion, af- 
© ter ſo meek and gentle a way, as at leaſt not juſtly” 
to provoke our Adverſaries to Paſſion, however ob 
ſtinate they may be againſt Conviction: 
Whoſoever writes or ſpeaks in Defence of Re- 


*Zligion, his Deſign I ſuppoſe is, or at leaſt ought 


always to be, firſt to convince the Judgment, by 
® enlightening the Underſtanding of thoſe to whom 
© he applies himſelf; and having gained over the: 


then to influence the Will and Affections towards 


Warmth, tempered with Gravity, that is very 
proper to rouſe and awaken ſuch as ſtem to be 
© aſleep in Sin and Error, (of which we have more 
than once an Example in our Bleſſed Saviour 


riſees) ſo if a Man goes beyond this and either 
ſnarpens, or rather ſours his Difcourſe with Satyre 
and Mockery, or embitters it with Railing and 
Scurrility; the natural Conſequence hereof will be, 
zImmediately to raiſe the Paſſion of thoſe who find 
"Akhemſelves thus uncharitably treated, and thereb 
to darken their Underſtanding, and render them ſo 
much the leſs capable of any ſober or rational 
Conviction; which is- directly contrary to tire 
| 9 very” 
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very End and Deſign that in all Diſputes (about 
Religion eſpecially) every good Man ought to pro- 
poſe to himſelf, Whereas, on the other hand, if 
Men on theſe occaſions would always take care to 
deliver themſelves with as much Calmneſs and Mo- 
deration as the Caſe will bear, and never ſay any 
thing merely and on purpoſe only to provoke and 
vex their Adverſaries; ſuch foft Anſwers as theſe 
(eſpecially if mutually given) would not fail to turn 
away at leaſt ſome part of that Yrath, (Prov. xv. 
1.) Which now ſo ſtrangely prevails between thoſe 


of different Opinions in Religion; and conſequent- 


ly diſpoſe them, much more than at preſent they 
ſeem to be, firſt for the diſcovering, and then for 
the embracing, of whatever ſhall appear to be a 


ſolid and real Truth: To which End and Purpoſe, 


the Admonition of St. Paul ought never to be for- 


gotten by us, 2 Tim. ii. 24. The Servant of the © 
Lord muſt not ſirive, but be gentle unto all Men; apt © 
to teach; patient; in Meekneſs inſtructing theſe who * 
oppoſe themſelves, if God feraduenture will give them 


Repentance to the achnatoledging of the Truth, 


And thus have I done with the four Propoſitions, © 


which from my Text I laid down to be hindled. Let 
us ſee now what proper and uſeful Inferences may be 
drawn from them. 


$ VII. Fir then, from what has been ſaid it 


will follow, That Reaſen is always io be made uſe of in 


Matters of Religion, 


T:ue inde.d it is, that our Reaſon alone with- * q 
out the Aſſiſtance of Revelation, could never have 


dived into the myſterious Receſſes of Chriſtianity ; 
nor muſt we pretend by the utmoſt Improvement 


of it, to be able fully to comprehend even thoſe - 
things which God has been pleaſed to reveal to 


us; tor as yet we #now but in part, and ſee but a 


through 


4 


trough a Glaſs darkly, as St. Paul ſpeaks, 1 Car. 
- Vi. 12. But notwithſtanding this, as our Reaſon 
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if is a neceſſary means to bring us to Religion, by en- 
0 abling us to receive all ſuch Proof as can be made 
por it; ſo is it no leſs needful for the right under- 


ly ſſtanding both of its Doctrines and Precepts, and 
1d "the drawing of uſefu} Conſequences from them. 
ſe How does St. Paul reaſon with the Athenians con- 
rn **Fcecrning the Nature of God, and the Worſhip that 
VV. is due to him? And when Felix ſent for him, and 
ole Heard him concerning the Faith in Chriſt, he reaſoned 
nt-, © i of Righteouſneſs, Temperance, and Fudgment to come : 
ey Acts xvii. 22. c. How does our bleſſed Saviour 
for prove againſt the Sadducees, the Certainty of a 
2 a future State, and the Reſurrection from the Dead 
oſe, by a rational Deduction of Conſequences from the 
for- Words of God unto Moſes ; for if Abraham, Iſaac 
the and Jacob were utterly diffolved, and in a State of 
apt Inſenſibility, from whence they were never to re- 
who turn, (as the Sadducees ſuppoſed) how could God at 
them that very time, with the leaſt Congruity of Speech, 
de ſaid to be their God? and (to omit numberleſs 

,ons, "7 Inſtances of moſt accurate Reaſoning that occur 
Let * the Holy Scriptures, how is it poſſible 
y be for a Man to have ſuch Reaſon for his Religion, as 
may not only ſatisfy himſelf, but alſo be ſufficient 

id it to convince others of the Truth of it, (as I have 
of in ſhe wn from my Text that every Chriſtian is obliged 
Ito have ;} if in the whole Procedure, and ever part 
Joß it he be not allowed to make a ſober Uſe of his 
have rational Faculties? For when a Man ſhall aſk us a 
Nea ſon why we believe and rely upon ſuch and ſuch 


Principles of our Religion, in order to our Salva- 
thoſe - tion; if the anſwer we return be not agreeable to 
cal to the plain and and allowed Rules of Rea ſon, it muſt 
but needs be impertinent and wide from the Pur- pole. 
hrough * | In 
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In a Word, I would defire all thoſe who ſeem 
to diſcountenance the Uſe of Reaſon in Matters of 
Religion, only to conſider that Reaſon is nothing 
elſe but rightly - to ' apprehend what is propoſed to 
our Underſtanding, as far as it is ſo propoſed, truly 
to judge of what we fo apprehend ; and regularly 
to drato Conſequences from ſuch Principles as have 
rightly poſſeſſed themſelves of our Judgment; and 
as far as any Man does theſe three Things, fo far 
beyond Diſpute he makes uſe of his Reaſon : And 
will any Man ſay that he does not conſtantly do all 
theſe in Matters of Religion? For if he does not, 
then either he apprehends not at all, or elſe miſap- 
prehends what God has propoſed to him ; he judges 
not at all, or elſe frames a wrong Judgment con- 
cerning ſuch things; and draws no Conſequences at 
all, or elſe ſuch as are falſe and abſurd from them. 
The monſtrous Abſudity of which three Things is 
ſo great, that no Man in his Wits ſure will either 
defend or countenance them. 

S VIII. Secondly, From hence it appears, how 
great an Abſurdity they are guilty of, who ground their 
Religion upon no better Foundation than only that it 
was the Profeſſion of their Parents or Anceſtors, that 
they have been educatcd in it, or that it is the Religion 
of their Kindred ar Country. | 

Aſk many of the: Roman Catholicks of this 
Kingdom of Jreland, why they adhere to a Reli- 
gion that has ſo many Errors and even grofs 
Abſurdities in it; and that with ſo much ObRi- 
nacy, that they will not ſo much as liſten, or 
give Attention to better Information? And this 
is the Anſwer which commonly they will give 
you, that all their Forefathers, for many Gene- 
rations, have been of this Perſwaſion; and this 
is the Religion of their belt Friends and Rela» 


tions, 
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$ 1 ions, and generally of all their Countrymen, and 
nerefore why ſhould not they be of it? And though 
ZZFÞroteſtants, who have ſufficient Opportunities of 
nore and better Knowledge, ought therefore to 


furniſhed with a more ſatisfactory Reaſon of the 
Nope that is in them; yet | tear there are too man 
ven of this Profeſſion, that can give little other 
Account why they are ſo, but only that their Pa- 
4 Wents or Friends have brought them up in it : But 
e, who has no better Ground than this for his Re- 
igion, moſt certainly places it upon a very falſe 
Ind deceitful Foundation. For whatever Opinion 
e bimſelf may have of the Judgment and Inte- 
Mrity of thoſe Perſons, upon whoſe Credit alone he 
much relies; yet I have ſhewn that the Reaſon 
Phich every Man ſhould have for his Religion, not 


f 


+ nly ought to be ſuch as may fully /atrsfy himſelf, 
: muſt be fit and proper ts convince others alſo 
3 Phereas ſuch Pretences as theſe may as ſtrongly be 
rn leaded for any fa/e Religion as for the true one; 
; r a Heathen in China, or a Mahometen in Turky, 
Y together as plauſibly as for any fort of Chriſtian 
ir any part of Zurope; and therefore can by no 
- Peans be proper or effectual, to perſuade any 
jap ber Man of the Truth of any Religion what- 
| ever. 

on $ IX. Thirdly, It alſo follows, that they who 
his e called Quakers are in a very great Error ; who 


ound their Religion upon a pretended immediate Reve- 
tion, made (as they alledge) unto themſelves in par- 
ular, by the Spirit of God. 

They affirm, That the Tytimony of the Spirit 
that alone by which the true Knowledge of God 
n be only revealed. Theſe divine inward Reue- 
ions, they make abſelutely neceſſary for the build- 
7 up of true Faith; nor are they (ſay they) 7 * 
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ſubjefted to the Examination either of the outward 
Teflimony of the Scriptures, or the natural Reaſon of 
Man, as to a more noble or certain Rule or Touch- M S 
flone : For this divine Revelation and inward Illumi- a. 
nation is that which is evident and clear of itſelf, hi 
forcing, by its own Evidence and Clearneſs, the well- &. 
diſpoſed Underflanding to aſſent, irreſiſtibly moving the | to 
fame thereunto: As their ableſt Writer Robert Bar- 2s 
clay tells us *. | : 
It is no part of my preſent Deſign to diſpute with 
theſe Men, what other Criterion, beſides Reaſon ple 
and Scripture, they can have to ſatisfy themſelves, 
that what they call a Divine immediate Revelation is 
really ſuch ; and not a ſtrong Impulſe only of their 
own warm Imagination, or ſometimes even of Satan 
himſelf, who (as St. Paul aſſures us, 2 Cor. xi. 14.) 
is transformed into an Angel of Light, But taking i 
as for granted that they have all imaginable Af. 
ſurance of this within themſelves, yet fill I demand 
how, and upon what good Ground, can they con 
vince another of the Truth and Reality of what 
they thus pretend to ? 
That Reaſon is a Light to every Man; that b 
a ſober Uſe of it, we are enabled to receive t 
ſolid Proofs that are brought for Revealed R 
ligion, and (as far as is neceſſary) to underſta 
the Doctrine and Precepts of it; that God, 
the Grace and Aſſiſtance of his Holy Spirit, 
pleaſed farther to open the Hearts and Under/tan 
ing of Men ( As xvi. 14. Luke xxix. 45.) that the 
attend unto the things of Religion, and ander lag. 
the Scriptures wherein they are contained: An 
laſtly, that it is in his Power, by immediate Ra 
lation, at any time, to communicate any 1 
Who 


__ 
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whomſoever he thinks fit: All this, I fay, is freely 

granted. But if any Man ſhall go beyond all this, 

and ſet up ſuch a Revelation, immediately made to 

himſelf, as the Ground and Foundation of: his Reli- 
eien; he ought to be able (as ] have already ſhewn) 
to give ſuch ſufficient and ſatisfactory Proof thereof, 
as may convince others of its Truth and Reality: 
For if ſuch Revelation is once to be allowed, with- 
* out any other Proof than the Aſſertion of thoſe who 
pretend to it, they may run into all the whimſical 
 MExtravagancies, and advance the moſt horrid Blaſ- 
". Wpbemies imaginable ; and who ſhall dare controul or 
*Weontradit them in what they do by Divine Revela- 
ion? Or if ſuch a Revelation pretended to by one 
an, ſhall be oppoſed by the like Revelation, with 


T3 zs much Confidence pretended to by another; how 
* hall we know who is in the right, and who in 
*. he wrong, except ſome outward Proof be given 


hereby other Men, as well as themſelves, may be 
nabled to diſtinguiſh between a Revelation and a 


eluſion ? 
All the Revelations of Religion, that God has 


at oitherto been pleaſed to make to Mankind, have 
F xartly by Miracles, and partly by other Acts of 


is Providence) been ſufficiently atteſted; not on- 
inwardly to thoſe who immediately received 
em, but alſo outwardly to every one who would 
ake an impartial Enquiry into the Truth of 
em : Nor did our Saviour himſelf * expect that 
redit ſhould be given even to his own Divine 
fion and Revelation, upon any other Terms. 
me ſufficient outward Proof then we require of 
ſe inward Revelations which theſe Men pre- 
d to; which until they ſhall give, and that in a 

very 
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very ſatisfactory Manner, we cannot but conelude 
that the very Fondation, upon which they build their 
whole Religion, is altogether deceitful and deluſive, 
however ſpeciouſly they have contrived the Super- 
ſtructure, to make it look fair and plauſible to the 


World, 


$ X. Fourthly, Another Conſequence, no leſs 7 
fairly deducible from the Premiſſes, I take to be that 
they are altogether in an Error who build their Faith 


entirely upon the Credit and Authority of the Church | 
of Rome. | 
To ſet this Matter in a true and clear Light, let 
us ſuppoſe the Queſtion to be put td a ſober Papiſt, | 
Why he believes that Syſtem of Doctrines which 
make up the Religion of that Church, and conſe- 
quently why he hopes to be ſaved in that Belief ? 
and the Anſwer he will give you is this, That the 
immediate Reaſon of his Belief, is the Authority of} 
God, who has made theſe Doctrines known to Man- 
kind, If you demand what Aſſurance he has that 
God has made theſe Doctrines known? he will tell 
you he is ſure of it, becauſe he finds them taught as 
Divine Truths, and propoſed as Objects of Faith by 
the Church. And if you farther aſk, How he knows 
that that Society of Men who live ia Communion 
with the Pope or Biſhop of Rome conſtitutes and 
makes up the Church ? all the Anſwer he can poſ 
ſibly give you to this Queſtion, muſt of Neceſſity be 
reſolved into this, That he is certain it is the true 
Church becauſe it makes Profeſſion of the trut 
Faith 4. For whatever Notes or Marks of th! 
Church they pretend to rekon up, there are b 
three Things that go to make up the formal E 
ſenc 
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ſence, and complete the Definition of it; namely, 
Firſt, The Profeſſion of the true Faith. Secondly, 
The Participation of the Sacraments, And, T hirdly, 
A due Subjection to lawful Paſtors, The two laſt of 
which (according to themſelves) are either Parts, or 
at leaſt inſeparable Conſequences of the firſt ; it be- 
ing always reckoned amongſt them as a matter of 
Faith, to believe the Number, Nature, and Necelſ- 
ſity of their Sacraments ; and to own the Power and 
Authority of the Pope, and other Paſtors, that, ac- 
cording to the Laws of their Church, are in Subor- 
dination to him. 

Thus then the Matter ſtands: A Papiſt believes 
his Faith and Religion to be true, becauie it is re- 
vealed by God: That it is revealed by God, he be- 
lieves becauſe he finds it profeſſed and taught by the 
true Church: And that this ſame Society of Men 
which he means doth make up and conſtitute the 
true Church, he alſo believes for this Reaſon, be- 
cauſe they profeſs and maintain the true Faith and 
Religion; and ſo proves the firſt thing by the ſe- 
cond; the ſecond by the third; and the third by the 
firſt again: Which is a way of arguing that the Lo- 
gicians call a Circle, and is juſtly exploded by all Men 
of the leaſt Senſe and Underſtanding. 

Since then (as I have ſhewn) every Man ought 
to have ſome good Reaſon for his Religion, which 
may be fit and proper not only to ſatisfy himſelf, 
but alſo to convince others; that ſince this way of 
reaſoning in a Circle cannot poſſibly afford any true 
Conviction or Satisfaction to any Man; it follows 
that they who have no better Support than this for 
their Religion, do certainly build it upon a falſe 
Foundation. 

$. XI. Fifthly, From what has been aid, it 
may be farther inferred — the Church of Rome; 

that 
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that, however neceſſary it may be frequently to 
admoniſh all Sorts of Men, that they be very cau- 
tious and ſober in all the Interpretations which 
at any time they put upon the Word of God, or 
any Part or Paſſage of it; yet it is not lawful to 
hinder any Man, whether learned or unlearned, from 
reading, or hearing the Holy Scriptures read, in ſuch 
a Language as he underflands. For ſince evety 
Man ought to have ſome good Reaſon that he 
may fatisfy his Conſcience of the Truth of that 
Profeſſion, in and by which he hopes to be ſaved, 
and therefore muſt not take his Religion upon 
"Truſt, on the Credit of any Man or Church what- 
ſoever ; but is bound to make the beſt uſe he can 
ef that Underſtanding which God has given him in 
the ſearch of it, (as I think has already been ſuffici- 
ently proved ;) it will follow that no Man ought to 
de debarred from the uſe of any Means that he 
Mall think neceſſary or proper to make uſe of in an 
Enquiry of ſuch vaſt Importance to him. Every Man 
indeed is bound in Charity (as he has Ability and 
Opportunity for it) to adviſe and admoniſh his Neigh- 
bour the beſt he can, for his Scul's good: Nor do [I 
doubt but that, in ſome Cafes, human Laws may 
Juſtly be enacted by proper Penalties, to reſtain 
Men from teaching, or propagating ſome ſort of Opi- 
nions or Doctrines: But if a Man gives ſufficient 
Security that he will not diſturb or corrupt the Pub. 
lic with his private Thoughts or Errors, and deſires 
no more but that he may not be hindered from find- 
ing out the ſureſt way he can for himſelf to go to 
Heaven; who has any Warrant or Authority from 
God by force to reſtrain or thwart him in ſuch a Re- 
fjolution ? 

Let us then ſuppoſe the very worſt; which is, 
that ignorant Men will not ofteatimes be content 
% dwell upon thoſe Paſtages of Holy Scriptures, 
that 
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that are moſt plain as well as inſtructive ; but are 
curious and prying into the moſt obſcure Parts of it: 
Which (notwithſtanding all the Caution and Advice 
that is given them by their Teachers) many of them 
will miſinterpret; and wre/t not only them, but the 
other Scriptures alſo, to their own Deſiruction, 2 Pet. 
iii, 16, Let us ſuppoſe all this, I ſay, and then con- 
ſider what will follow. 

Becauſe many ignorant Men will probably make 
an ill Uſe of the very Means of Inſtruction that God 
in his Providence has provided for all Mankind, and 
expoſed indifferently to the View and Uſe of all that 
will have recourſe thereto; does this give ſufficient 
Authority to the Governours of any Church, under 
ſevere Penalties, to withhold theſe Means from all 
that are of that ſort; and thereby to keep them, moſt 
certainly, in greater Ignorance than otherwiſe they 
would be? 

I (for Example) am a Man of little Knowledge, 
and a ſlender Capacity; yet ſenſible of the Obliga- 
tion that lies upon me to ſeek for what Inſtruction 
I can in Religion, in order to my eternal Salvation. 
I am (ſuppoſe) in a good meaſure convinced that 
Religion which was taught by Jeſus Chriſt and 
his Apoſtles, is the true Religion ; but (amongſt the 
many Diſputes that are in the World) am at a loſs 
to know what are the genuine Doctrines of Faith, 
and Rules of Life that go to make up the whole Sy- 
ſtem of it; now all who call themſelves Chriſtians be- 
ing agreed in this, that the Holy Scriptures, if rightly 
underſtood, would give me great (and, as ſome hold, 
full and ſufficient) Information in what I deſire to 
learn; I would willingly ſet myſelf to read, and ſtud 
them the beſt | can, in my own Mother Tongue, 
into which I underſtand they have been ſeveral times 
tranſlated, No, ſay the Divines of the Church of 

5 Rome, 
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that, however neceſſary it may be frequently to 
admoniſh all Sorts of Men, that they be very cau- 
tious and ſober in all the Interpretations which 
at any time they put upon the Word of God, or 
any Part or Paſlage of it; yet it is not lawful to 
Linder any Man, whether learned or unlearncd, from 
reading, or bearing the Holy Scriptures read, in ſuch 
a Language as he underflands. For ſince evety 
Man ought to have ſome good Reaſon that he 
may fatisfy his Conſcience of the Truth of that 
Profeſſion, in and by which he hopes to be ſaved, 
and therefore muſt not take his Religion upon 
"Truſt, on the Credit of any Man or Church what- 
ſoever; but is bound to make the beſt uſe he can 
ef that Underſtanding which God has given him in 
the ſearch of it, (as I think has already been ſuffici- 
ently proved ;) it will follow that no Man ought to 
de debarred from the uſe of any Means that he 
ſhall think neceſſary or proper to make uſe of in an 
Enquiry of ſuch vaſt Importance to him. Every Man 
indeed is bound in Charity (as he has Ability and 
Opportunity for it) to adviſe and admoniſh his Neigh- 
bour the beſt he can, for his Souul's good: Nor do I 
doubt but that, in ſome Caſes, human Laws may 
Juſtly be enacted by proper Penalties, to reſtain 
Men from teaching, or propagating ſome ſort of Opi- 
nions or Doctrines: But if a Man gives ſufficient 
Security that he will not diſturb or corrupt the Pub. 
lic with his private Thoughts or Errors, and deſires 
no more but that he may not be hindered from find- 
ing out the ſureſt way he can for himſelf to go to 
Heaven; who has any Warrant or Authority from 
God by force to reſtrain or thwart him in ſuch a Re- 
ſolution ? 

Let us then ſuppoſe the very worſt; which is, 
that ignorant Men will not oftentimes be content 
% dwell upon thoſe Paſtages of Holy Scriptures, 

1 that 


Sect. XI. by the Teſt of RE ASONY. 39 


that are moſt plain as well as inſtructive; but are 
curious and prying into the moſt obſcure Parts of it: 
Which (notwithſtanding all the Caution and Advice 
that is given them by their Teachers) many of them 
will miſinterpret; and wre/t not only them, but the 
other Scriptures alſo, to their own Deſtruction, 2 Pet. 
iii, 16, Let us ſuppoſe all this, I ſay, and then con- 
ſider what will follow. 

Becauſe many ignorant Men will probably make 
an ill Uſe of the very Means of Inſtruction that God 
in his Providence has provided for all Mankind, and 
expoſed indifferently to the View and Uſe of all that 
will have recourſe thereto; does this give ſufficient 
Authority to the Governours of any Church, under 
ſevere Penalties, to withhold theſe Means from all 
that are of that ſort; and thereby to keep them, moſt 
certainly, in greater Ignorance than otherwiſe they 
would be? 

I (for Example) am a Man of little Knowledge, 
and a flender Capacity; yet ſenſible of the Obliga- 
tion that lies upon me to ſeek for what Inſtruction 
I can in Religion, in order to my eternal Salvation. 
I am (ſuppoſe) in a good meaſure convinced that 
Religion which was taught by Jeſus Chriſt and 
his Apoſtles, is the true Religion; but (amongſt the 
many Diſputes that 'are in the World) am at a loſs 
to know what are the genuine Doctrines of Faith, 
and Rules of Life that go to make up the whole Sy- 
{tem of it; now all who call themſelves Chriſtians be- 
ing agreed in this, that the Holy Scriptures, if rightly 
underſtood, would give me great (and, as ſome hold, 
full and ſufficient) Information in what I deſire to 
learn; I would willingly ſet myſelf to read, and ſtud 
them the beſt | can, in my own Mother Tongue, 
into which I underſtand they have been ſeveral times 
tranſlated, No, ſay the Divines of the Church of 
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Rome, you are an unlearned Man; and therefore in 
all probability will very much miſinterpret the Holy 
Scriptures, 
alſo moſt groſly miſinterpreted theſe ſacred Writ- 
ings? And why then ſhould ſuch as they be per- 
mitted to read them? But what other and better 
way mult they take, to be well convinced and ſatiſ- 
fied touching the genuine Doctrines and Precepts of 
Chriſtianity ? Why, ſay they, rely upon the Autho- 
rity of the Church. But I have juſt now ſhewn 
that they are altogether in an Error, who build their 
Faith upon the Credit and Authority of the Church 
of Rome; and the ſame Reaſon would hold as well 
againſt any other Church, that in this manner 
ſhould attempt to impoſe a Religion upon me : Nei- 
ther am I in this Matter to depend upon the Credit 
of my Parents, Kinsfolks, or Country ; but muſt 
have ſome better Ground of ſatisfying my Con- 
ſcience, as I have already proved : And what better 
Ground of Satisfaction in this Caſe I can have, than 
to ſearch and enquire the beſt I can into the true 
Meaning of fo much of the Holy Scriptures, as I 
am able, with wbat Helps are in my Power, to at- 
tain unto, I confeſs is beyond my Conception or 
Imagination. 

I therefore conclude, that no Man ought to be 
debared from reading or ſtudying the beſt he can, 
the Holy Scriptures in any Language that he 
underſtands, I grant that he may err in the In- 
terpretation of them; and if his Error be occa- 
ſioned by any Fault of his own, it is only at his 
own peril ; if not, I cannot but think that God, 
who is gracious, will be merciful to him on that 
account: But if, not content to enjoy the Free- 
dom of his own Conſcience, he endeavours to 
propagate his falſe Opinions, and thereby 8 the 
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Cauſe of Diſturbance in the World; there may be 
proper and. legal ways of reſtraining and puniſhing 
of him, according to the Nature and Demerit of his 
Crime. 

St. Peter, we find, was very well aware that 
they who were not only unlearned, but alſo un/table, 
were very apt to wreſt not only the difficult Paſſages 
in St. Paul's Epiſtles, but alſo the other Scriptures, 
unto their own Deſtruftion, 2 Pet. iii. 16. Now if 
the Conſequence from hence were, that therefore 
ſuch Perſons ſhould not read the Scriptures at all, I 
cannot but think he would have given ſome Intima- 
tion of a matter of ſo great Importance: Whereas 
the only Inference which he draws in the following 
Words, is, that Men ſhould be cautious, (and that 
at their own Peril) what Doctrines or Sentiments 
they entertain: V7 therefore, belxved, (ſaies he) ſeeing 
you know theſe things before, beware leſt ye alſo being 
led away with the Error of the Ficked, fall ſrom your 
own Stedfaſineſs, ch. xvii. 

And if it be a good Argument that unlearned Men 
ought not to ſtudy the Scriptures, becauſe we find 
that they often miſunderſtand them ; whereby they 
can do little Hurt, but only to themſelves alone, it 
will hold much better againit thoſe that are /earned : 
Experience having abundantly aſſured us, that many 
of them have not only miſinterpreted the Text, but 
alſo by their Art and Eloquence, often drawn away 
multitudes of People to embrace their Errors, 

§. XII. Sixthly, and that I may now at laſt 
come home to ourſelves : From what has been ſaid 
it will appear, how happy we of the Eſtabliſhed 
hurch are (or may be, if the Fault be not our 
own) not only in that every one amongſt us has full 


and free liberty to make all the Enquiry he can 


into 
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mto the Grounds and Reaſons of his Religion ; but 
alſo, and chiefly, that there is no part of our Reli- 
gion, nor any thing by our Church required from 
any Member of it, but will fairly and fully bear the 
Teſt of the moſt rational Diſquiſtion ; ſo that every 
Man of us, that will but be at a little pains to make 
the Enquiry, may very ſoon not only ſatisfy his 
own Conſcience why he is and ought to be of our 
Communion, but alſo be able (as my Text requires) 
to give a ſufficient Anſwer to every other Man, 
2 aſteth him a Reaſon of the Hope that is in 
im. 
And becauſe this is a matter of very great Im- 
portance to us all, I ſhall ſpend the remaining part 
of this Diſcourſe in ſhewing upon what ſolid and 
ſatisfactory Grounds it is, that we expect eternal 
Salvation, in the Profeſhon and Practice of that Re- 
ligion which by Law is Eſtabliſhed amongſt us; 
and that in ſuch a manner, as I think may abun- 
dantly convince every Man that is ſober and im- 
partial in this Enquiry : In order whereunto it is l 
moſt proper to obſerve, that if any Man aſk why t 
we hope to be ſaved in our Church and Religion ; 


r 
his Demand will in effect include theſe four Que- f. 
ſtions. P 
Firſt, Why we are of any Religion at all, and te 
not either downright Atheiſis, who deny the very 
Being of God; or Epicureans, who Principle ar. 
lay no Foundation for any Worſhip to be paid t; cu 


him ? ] 

Secondly, Why we embrace the Chriſtian Rei ma 
gion, and are neither Jews, Mahometans, nor Heaj ſta; 
thens ? tha 

Thirdly, Whereas the grand Diviſion of Chi whi 
ſtians, in theſe Parts of the World, is into tho! 
of the Church of Rome, and thoſe of the ReformYF at 
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or Proteſtant Church; Why we are Prateſtantt and 
not Papiſis; of the Reformed rather than the Roman 
Religion? : | 

Fourthly and laſtly, ſince there are ſome Divi- 
ſions even amongſt Proteſtants themſelves, it may 
reaſonably be required that we ſhould ſhew, why 
we are Proteſtants of our Efabliſhed Church, and 
not of any Party that diflents or divides from her ? 

To which four Queſtions if we return ſuch plain 
and ſolid Anſwers, as may eaſily be underſtood, and 
are ſufficient to give full Satisfaction to every Man 
of common Senſe and Underſtanding ; nothing I 
think will be wanting for the full Performance of 
what I have ſhewn my Text requires from ever 
Chriſtian : And although to do any tolerable Juſtice 
to each of theſe Points, would require rather a 
Volume than only a part of a ſhort Diſcourſe, yet, 
ſuch is the native Light of Truth, that I doubt not, 
with God's Blefling, but by briefly propoſing ſome 
of the chief Heads or Topicks of what has often 
been, and may much more largely be ſaid upon 
them, I ſhall either give good Satisfaction to every 
reaſonable Man, or at leaſt put him in the way of 
farther ſatisfying himſelf, if he will but be at the 
Pains of a ſober and diligent Enquiry into the mat- 
ter. 

§. XIII. Firſt then we are to conſider why we 
are of any Religion at all, and not Atheifts or Epi- 
cureans. 

However difficult the very Notion of Eternity 
may appear to our finite and narrow Under- 

anding, yet it is plain, even to Demonſtration, 
that of neceſſity there muſt be an eternal Being, 
which never had a beginning. For if we could 
ſuppoſe but one ſingle Inſtant in which nothing 
at all did exiſt ; ſince from no Cauſe no Effect can 

| follow, 
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follow, the Conſequence unavoidably muſt be, that 
nothing could ever be produced into Exiſtence, It 
follows then, that either the World itſelf muſt be 
eternal. or e:ſe, that there is ſome eternal, original 
Cauſe of it. 

I grant indeed that whichſoever of theſe Opinions 
we hold, we are equally attended with this Diffi- 
culty, That the Under/landing of Man being finite 
and limited, cannot frame a clear and cimprebenſiue 
Notion of | Eternity, which is] a Thing unlimited and 
infinite : And yet notwithſtanding this, That either 
the World is eternal, or that there is ſome eternal 
Cauſe of it, is, as I have ſhewn, no leſs than demon- 
ſtrable : One fide or other of the Disjunction muſt 
of neceſſity be taken; and a Difficulty that equal- 
ly preſſes upon both Parts, cannot juſtly be made 
an Argument againſt either. A prudent Man 
therefore ought to look farther, and thoroughly 
conſider what Difficulties more there may be, 
which ariſe upon one fide of the Queſtion, but are 
fairly avoided on the other ; and where he-finds the 
leaſt and the feweſt, there he will fix and deter- 
mine his Judgment. 

As to the Eternity of the World, take it which 
way you will, it involves ſuch Difficulties or ra- 
ther Abſurdities, as are neither to be avoided nor 
digeſted. 

If you ſay that the Matter of the World, hav- 
ing for numberleſs Ages Jain quiet and altogether 
without Motion, at laſt began to move; it is ab- 
ſurd to imagine that Matter (which of itſelf is ſup- 
poſed to be an inert and unaCtive Being) after having 
lain from all Eternity in an univerſal State of Quiet 
and Non-motion, ſhould at laſt, without any other 
efficient Cauſe but itſelf, paſs into a State of Motion 
and Activity. * 
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If you ſay that the Motion of Matter was eter- 
oa, and that by continual motion it at laſt with- 
Wout any Contriver but meer Chance, fell of itſelf 
Winto that regular Order, which for ſo many Years 

Wt has been found exactly and uniformly to have 
Wkept, (to ſay nothing of the great Abſurdity of aſcribe 
Ing an eternal Property to matter, [viz, Motion] 
Which by all is allowed not to be natural or eſſential 
o it) this is altogether as fooliſh as to imagine, that 

a great quantity of Braſs and Iron being melted to- 
gether in a Chaldron, and violently ſtirred about, 
ould, in proceſs of time, frame itſelf into Springs, 
heels, &c. and put itſelf together into a moſt 
urious Clock, with all imaginable Variety as well 

$ Regularity of Motions, and of itſelf ſhould go 
or above five thouſand Years, without ever erring 

o much as one ſingle Minute, or any the leaſt Ap- 
dearance that ever it is like to be out of Order. 

r, that a blind Man, who knew nothing of Let- 

rs, nor underſtood a Word of Greek, might yet, 
y often moving a Pen at random upon Paper, at 
> aſt write ſuch a Poem as Homer's [hads, whithout 
. aking a falſe Quantity or miſplacing ſo much as 


Accent, 
h Or, laſtly, If you ſhall ſay that the World, in 
* e ſame manner and Poſture that now it exiſts, 
Ir as always and for ever been: Since wunthinking 


eceſſity is altogether as blind as Chance itſelf ; 
v- e lame Abſurdity that I have laſt repreſented ta 
\er erthrow the Opinion of the World's being made 


ab- Chance, will here again take place; and may 
p- effectually be urged, as it was in the other 
ing fe. And beſides this, the Eternity of the World 
iet W's way ſtated, neceſſarily implies an eternal Suc- 
her Ven of each particular kind of Animals and Ve- 
ion {tables, as well as of Days and Years; and ſuch 


an 
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an eternal Succeſſion, as neceſſarily implies a Num- 
ber actually infinite : For if (for Example) there has 
been an eternal Succeſſion of Men in the World; 
the Number of all thoſe who have been alive and 
are now dead, taken together, muſt be actually in- 
finite. And yet an eternal Succeſſion of Things with- i 
out any beginning, or a Number atually infinite, is 
to me as plain and palpable a Contradiction, as 
any that can be imagined : There being no Num- 
ber whatever, but what, by the Acceffion of more 
Particulars, may become bigger; and more Days 
and Nights having paſſed; and more Men been 
born into and dyed out of the World by this time, 
than what had been a Year or two agone : Nor can 
we imagine, but whatſoever has had an end, (as all © 
the paſt Generations of Men have had, and th, 
muſt ſoon have) muſt of neceſſity alſo have had 1 
beginning. | 

« Add to this, that where there is a Succeſſiar 
« of Things, each and every of which Things ha 
4 had a beginning, there the whole Succeſſion mul 
& have had a beginning alſo. Since then eacl 
&« and way Animal, Vegetable, Day, and Yea 
© of this World, has had a beginning; it follow 
4 J think to a demonſtration, that the whole Su 
& ceſſion of them mult neceſſarily have had a begin 
© ning; and conſequently that this World, in th 
„ State and Condition wherein we find it, cannd 
«© poſſibly have been eternal, or without any begin 
& ning at all. | 

Theſe Things being duly conſidered, I cannt 
imagine how the Eternity of the World can in ar 
Senſe be allowed of or admitted. Let us paſs thy 
to the other part of the Disjunction, and ſee wi 
ther the ſame Difficulties, or any that are equal | 
them, do ariſe upon this alſo. 1 
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They who aſſert, That this World had a begin- 
ning, but that there is an eternal original Cauſe of it; 
do maintain, that as this Cauſe is an intelligent Be- 
ing, ſo it is altogether unchangeable, and in its very 
nature uncapable of any Alteration or Succeſſion, 
W hatſoever therefore is willed or decreed, it did it 
from all Eternity, although the outward viſible Ee 
of fuch Will or Decree might be of ſuch a nature, 
as to be uncapable of being eternal, and conſequent- 
I; muſt have a beginning of its actual Exiſtence. Now 
ere again we meet that common Difficulty which I 
iſt mentioned; wiz. That the Underſtanding of 
an being infimte and limited, cannot frame a clear. 
nd comprehenſive Notion of [ Eternity, which is] 4 
hing unlimited and infinite. But this Difficulty 
. Wc iog (as I have already ſaid) to be wholly laid aſide, 
ecauſe it equally preſſes upon both Parts of the Diſ- 
nction, there is none other that ariſes or occurs, to 
made an Objection againſt the Doctrine 
A ſpontaneous beginning of Motion, in an eternal 
jadive Being; eternal Motion, and yet not natural 
eſſential to the thing moved; the moſt curious 
d regular Contrivance, and yet to be the Effect of 
nd Chance or fatal Neceſſity, which is equally 
nd; eternal Succeſſion without a beginning; a Th 
actually infiniie : All theſe, I ſay, which affect 
e ſide of the Queſtion only, are moſt groſs and 
nifelt Abſurdities. But the eternal Exi/lence of 
immutable Being, without any manner of Change or 
ceſſion, which is the only Objection againſt the 
er fide, has no other Difficulty in it, but what 
ally prefſes upon both Parts; viz, That the very 
ion of Eternity is too big for the human Under 
| IDEA | 
. Add to all this, that not only the Hiſtory writ- 
by MAoſes, but all others that trace Things 
| backward 
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backward to the moſt remote Antiquity, do unani- 
mouſly concur in ſuch an Account of the Original of 
Nations, and the gradual Plantation of the ſeveral 
Parts of the Earth, (ſome of which, though com- 
modiouſly capable of Inhabitants, are yet to this 
Day uninhabited) as plainly ſhews, that the Tradi. 
tion univerſally received among Mankind was always 
this, That the World was not eternal, but had al 
beginning. 

But becauſe ſome Men are obſtinate, in adhering 
to an Opinion which they have once entertained, 
whatever Arguments are, or may be brought againſt 
it; let us ſuppoſe (notwithſtanding all that has been 
ſaid) that the World might poſſibly have been from 
all Eternity: Yet till, if both in the whole, and 


every particular part of it, there appears to be all the 
Deſign and Contrivance that can well be imagined, 1 
it muſt of neceſſity follow that there is ſome eternil f 
Contriver, which in Nature, if not in Order of Tim. 5 
is the original and firſt Cauſe of it: It being (as th 
have already ſaid) equally abſurd to imagine, that th (a 
moft exact and regular Deen and Contrivance ſhoul 15 
be the Effect either of blind Chance, or unthinkin 1 ' 
fatal Neceſſity. : 8 

And if this ſame firft and original _ can, bell . 
yond all Exception, be proved to be moſt powerful * 
wiſe and good; then the being of a God is clear 25% 
and fully Len b 


Let us then but take a View of the Structure ib! 
the Univerſe, as far as it is or may be the obje "a; 
of our Senſe, or Knowledge; let us conſider * 
the ſeveral Parts, that go to make up the wü = 
Compoſition ; together with their various Opei ang | 
tions, Motions, and mutual Relations one to ant 
ther; the Sun, the Moon, the Stars and Plane; 
which in a due Meaſure ſhed their _— gs 

| {obs 
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— Light, Heat and Influence, upon us and our Habi- 
f tation here below; and by the conſtant Regularity 
a of their Motions, diſtinguiſh and mark out unto us 
e- the Day for Labour, the Night for Reſt, and the 
ils ſeveral Seaſons of the Year for the Production, ris 
li. pening and gathering in the Fruits of the Earth; 


a8 without which it were impoſſible, by the Courſe of 
2 Nature, that living Creatures ſhould ſubſiſt; the, 
Fire, the Air, the Earth, the Water ; the Ebbing 
and Flowing of the Sea; the Dew, the Rain, the 
Fountains and Rivers ; the great Variety of Trees, 
Herbs, and all ſorts of Fruits and Vegetables, which 
the Earth produces and propagates ; ſome for Food, 
ſome for Medicine, and ſome for Delight: All the 
ſeveral ſorts of Animals in the Earth, and the Wa- 
ter; with the admirable Structure of their ſeveral 
Bodies, according to the Place or Element wherein 
they have their different Abode or Habitation ; and 
the ſeveral Senſes and various Inſtincts implanted in 
them, whereby they are enabled to preſerve them- 
ſelves, and alſo continue their proper and re- 
ſpective Kinds or Species: And laſtly Man, the 
Lord of this inferior World ; his Body framed in 

a wonderful manner, and his Mind endowed 
with the noble Powers and Faculties of Under- 
ſtanding, Will, and Memory, far beyond any 
other earthly Creature whatſoever : Whereby he 
is enabled to diſtinguiſh between not only ſen- 
ible, but alſo rational Good and Evil, to purſue 
the one and avoid the other; and not only each 
Man to preſerve and provide for himſelf, but alſo 
ia ſome meaſure to promote the general Comfort 
and Happineſs of all Mankind. Let us, I fy, 
thoroughly conſider all theſe Things, and farther 
ſubdivide them into as many Particulars, as our 
"own Thoughts and Obſervation will eaſily ſug- 


geſt unto us; and then demand, Can any thing 
E be 
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be a greater Argument of Power, than this vaſt and 
{tupendous Fabrick (the Extent of which is un- 
known to us) is of his, that firſt made and ſtill ſup- 
ports it? Can any thing be a greater Demonſtration 
of 1/:/dom, than its Beauty, Grder, and the mutual 
Correſpondence of its ſeveral Parts, are of his, who 
thus has contrived it? And, laſtly, is not the great 
Uſefulneſs of all its Parts, (which more and more 
we every Day diſcover) in order to the ſeveral Ends 
for which they are evidently framed, an abundant 
Argument that the Author and Maker of it is a Be- 
ing of the greateſt Goodneſs and Beneficence, in that 
he has thus provided not only for the Being, but 
alſo for the Well-being of all his Creatures, accord- 
ing to their ſeveral Capacities? He that can deny, 
or but entertain a Doubt of any of theſe Things, 
muſt certainly be void of all ſerious Thought and 
Conſideration; and conſequently we may, with holy 
David, molt certainly pronounce him to be a Focl, 
who dares, but even in his Heart, to ſay that there 
is no God, Pl. xiv. 1. And fince the whole Courſe 
of the Univerſe, and all that appears, or can be ſo 
much as imagined in it, may altogether as well - be 
accounted for upon the Suppoſition of one only God, 
as of many ; and Beings are not in our own Fancy 
to be multiplied without any manner of Cauſe or 
Reaſon for it; it will follow, that ſober Reaſon 
would of itſelf conclude for the Unity of the Di- 
vine Nature, although Revelation (the Certainty of 
which 1 ſhall preſently prove) had not given us 
ſuch farther Aſſurance, as it has, that there is but 
One God. 

And if once the Being of God, as the Author 
and Contriver of this whole World and every 
tang in it, be thus beyond all Contradiction 
eſtabliſned; the Relation which we, as his Crea- 


ures, bear unto him, and the conſtant Depen- 


dance 
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dance which of Neceſſity we always muſt have up- 
on him, do ſo plainly infer an Obligation upon us 
(as we are rational, and alſo endowed with Free- 
dom of will and a Power of Election) always to 
honour, worſhip and obey him, as far as we can 
any way come to the Knowledge of his Will and 
Pleaſure, that I need not offer any thing farther for 
the Proof it: And this I take to be a ſufficient An- 
ſwer to the firſt Queſtion ; namely, Why we are , 
any Religion at all, and not downright Atheiſts or 
Epicureans ? 

$ XIV. But this Anſwer will receive a new and 
farther Confirmation, from that which we have to 
make to the ſecond Queſtion that comes next to be 
conſidered ; namely, Mh we do not embrace the 
Chriſtian Religion, and are neither fews, Mahame- 
tans, nor Heathens ? 

To this our Anſwer is, That we are Chriſtians, 
(and of no other Religion) becauſe Chri/tianity :: 


from God; and if we can make this Aﬀertion good, 


it not only ſhews the Obligation that lies upon u- 
to be of this Religion rather than of any other, but 
alſo is a farther Proof of the Being of God, an! 
conſequently of the Neceſſity of Religion in ge- 
neral. 

Now, to prove Chriſtianity to be from God, or in 
other Terms, that God is the Author of it, we prin- 
cipally inſiſt upon four Arguments; the firſt drawn 
from its own intrinfick Wiſdom and, Goodneſs; the 
ſecond from Prophecics; the third from Miracles, 
and the fourth from the great Succeſs which this Re- 
ligion met with at its firſt Apeparance in the World. 
Which four things, taken all together, we judge 
3 ſufficient to eſtabliſh the main Conclu- 
ion. 

$ XV. As to the firſt of theſe; if we allow 
God to be the firſt and Original Cauſs of all 


& 3 Things, 
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Things, and at the ſame time to be moſt wiſe and 
good, as from his Works has been already ſhewn; 
the Conſequence muſt be, that whatever Doctrine, 
Diſcipline, or Inftitution, contains or carries in it- 
ſelf the moſt conſummate Goodneſs and Wiſdom, 
that ſuch a Thing is capable of ; and has nothing in 
its Contrivance but what is both wiſe and good ; may 
well be aſcribed to God (who is the Fountain of all 
Wiſdom and Goodneſs) as its mediate or immediate 
Author : And as whatever tends to the advancing 
and promoting both the Honour and Glory of the 
Creator, and the common Welfare and Happineſs 
of the Creature, is by all Men allowed to be goed ; 
ſo if it be as well fitted and contrived as may be, in 
order to the compaſling of ſo noble an End; it muſt 
be looked upon as having all the Marks and Tokens 
of M iſdom, as well as Goodneſs, of which it is or 
can be capable. 
Let us then take but a tranſient View of Chri- | 
ſtianity, and we ſhall immediately find that it 


gives us the higheſt and moſt exalted Notions of 

God that we are capable of receiving; it teaches : 
us to look up n him as a Being moſt abſolutely 5 
perfect in all reſpects; a Spirit infinitely wiſe, 
powerful, juſt and merciful; ihe King eternal, im— 1 


mortal, inviſible, the bleſſed and only Potentate, King 
of Kings, and Lord of Lords ; who only hath Immor- 
ztality, dwelling in the Light which no Man can ap- 1 
proach unto, whim no Man hath ſeen, nor can ſee, 
1 Tim. i. 17. and vi. 15, 16. In a word, what- 
ever is great, good, or glorious, far beyond the 
Comprehenſion or ſhallow Imagination of Man, is 5 
all in the higheſt Degree taught and proclaimed, * 
throughout the Holy Scriptures, of God the Crea- * 
tor of Heaven and Earth; and all Chriſtians are 
thereby taught and commanded to give Honour, | 
Glory, Luk 
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Glory, Praiſe and Adoration, with all their Powers 
and Faculties, accordingly to him. 

Again, if any thing can tend to the general Hap- 
pineſs of Mankind here, and qualify them for that 
which is future in Heaven hereafter ; it muſt be uni- 
verſal Piety, Truth, Juſtice, Charity, Humility, 
Sobriety, Temperance, and whatever elſe is neceſ- 
ſary to raiſe their Minds above thoſe little and un- 
worthy Ends which worldly Men propoſe to them- 
ſelves, and which are the Cauſe of ſo much Conten- 
tion and Confuſion here, and (as all Religions do 
teach) of intolerable Puniſhment and Miſery here- 
after; and that all theſe Things, in the very utmoſt 
Degree, are taught, expreſſed, and moſt ftrictly 
required by the Chriſtian Religion, without |the leaſt 
Allowance or Mixture of any thing that is evil or 
impure; a very little Acquaintance with the New 
Teſtament will ſoon inform us. 

And, Laſily, If any thing can, at the ſame 
time, ſecure our everlaſting Happineſs in Heaven 
hereafter, and alſo add ſomething to that of thoſe 
bleſſed and immortal Spirits who there already 
enjoy the beatifick Preſence of God; it muſt be 
that we (Luke xv. 10.) who are Sinners, and 
thereby have incurred God's Wrath, are admitted 
to Repentance, and a poſſibility of Pardon and 
Reconciliation, upon ſuch Terms as are neither 
inconſiſtent with any of God's Attributes, on the 
one hand, nor impoſſhble or impracticable to yr, 
on the other: And how well the Goſpel is calcu— 
izted for this purpoſe, when it teaches us that 

Ciri/t dyed for our Sins, 1 Cor. xv. 3. that Repen- 
tance and Remiſſion of Sins ſhould be preached in hi: 
Name among all Nations, Luke xxiv. 47. and that 
God wil give the Holy Spirit to them that aſk him, 


ILuke xi. 13. with a greet deal more of the ſame 


- Import: 
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Import; will ſoon be obvious to every one, who ſets 
himſelf but a little ſeriouſly to conſider it- | 

It would far exceed the deſigned Proportion of this 
Part of my Diſcourſe, ſhould I proceed to conſider 
the ſeveral and particular Doctrines and Rules of 
Chriſtianity, and farther to ſhew the great Wiſdom 
and Goodneſs bf God that appears in all and each of 
them. But if we can but ſuppoſe that any Religion 
whatever may be worthy of and agreeable to the in- 
finite Perfections of the Divine Majeſty, there cer- 
tainly is nothing wanting in that which was taught by 
_ Chriſt and his Apoſtles, to raiſe it completely up to 
that Character; and this is the firſt Argument which 
we urge to prove that Chriſtianity is from God; 
namely, the intrinſick Wiſdom and Goodneſs of the 
Religion itſelf, I proceed to the 

$ XVI. Second, which is drawn from Prophectes ; 
whereby this Truth is farther confirmed. 

That the whole Body of the Jewiſh Nation 
have, for above theſe ſeventeen hundred Years 
paſt, been in conſtant Expectation of the Appear- 
ance of an extraordinary Perſon, to be ſent by 
God into the World, under the Title of Chri/# 
or the Mieſſiab, is what they themſelves own, and 
no Man does or can deny: And this very Ex- 
pectation ſufficiently ſhews, that ſome Predicti- 
ons or Prophecies (whether true or falſe) there 
have been, that ſuch a Perſon was to come; for 
if no one had ever pretended to ſoretel any ſuch 
Thing, what could poſſibly raiſe ſuch an univerſal 
Imagination, and that for ſo many Years, in ſuch 
a valt Multitude of People? It is not now my 
Deſign to enter into a particlar Examination 
of all theſe Prophecies : But if all the moſt emi- 
nent and remarkable ones' of them, are clearly 
and conſpicuouſly fulfilled, in the Perſon of our 
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Bleſſed Lord and Saviour Jeſus, and there is not 
ſo much as one of all thoſe ancient Predictions, that. 
was ever by the Jews themſelves interpreted of the 
Meſſiah, but what is fairly fulfilled and accompliſhed 
in him ; this will at the ſame time ſhew, that theſe 
were rea! Prophecies, and not Figments ; and that 
Teſus Chriſt, whom we own and receive, is really 
and truly the Perſon propheſied of: And ſince it is 
allowed on all Hands, that none but God can fore- 
tel ſuch things as are in themſelves contingent, at 
any conſiderable diſtance of Time before they come 
to paſs ; the Conſequence muſt be, that Jeſus is that 
Meſſiah, whom God did long ſince promiſe to ſend 
into the World; and conſequently, that the Doc- 
trine and religion which he taught, is from God 
himſelf. 

Now, the moſt remarkable Prophecies, or ſome 
of them at leaſt, of ancient Record in the O14 
Teſtament, and generally underſtood to be meant. 
of the Meſſiah, are theſe ; That he ſhould be the 
Seed of the IVoaman;, That he ſhould bruiſe the Ser- 
pent's Head, and have his Heel bruiſed by him, 
Gen. iii. 15. That he ſhould be the Seed of Abra- 
ham ; and that in him all the Nations of the Earth 
ſhould be bleſſed, Gen. xxii. 18. That the Scepter 
Huld not depart from Fudah, nor a Lawgiver from 
between his Feet, until he ſhould come; and that unto 
him ſhould the gathering of the Peaple be, Gen. xlix. 
10, That he ſhould be a Prophet li te unto Moſes ; 
raiſed up among the People to ſpeak the Mord that 
God ſhould put into his Mouth; and that whoſoever 
of the People of Iſrael ſhould not hearken to bis Merdt, 
God would require it ef them, Deut. xviti. 18, 19. 
That he ſhould be from the Root of Jeſſe, (who 
was the Father of King David;) that he ſhould 
| land for an Enſign of the People, ta which the Gen- 
tiles 
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tiles ſhould ſeek, and that his Raf ſpould be glorious, . 
If. xi. 10. That the Government ſpould be upon his 
Shoulders; that his Name ſhould be called, wonderful, 
Geunſeller, The mighty God, The cverlaſting Father, 
The Prince of Peace: Of the Increaſe of whoſe Go- 
vernment and Peace there ſhould be no end, upon the 
Throne of David, and upin his Kingdom, to order 
it, and to eftabliſh it with Judgment and with Juſtice, 
from henceforth cven for ever, If, ix. 6, 79. That he 
ſhould be conceived and born of a Virgin, and 
called Immanuel, (which ſignifies God with us ) Iſ. vii. 
14. Mat. i. 23. That be ſhould be d/bi/ed and re- 
jected of Men; a Man of Sorrows, and acquainted 
with Grief : That he ſhould bear our Griefs 
and carry our Sorrows, be wounded for our Tranſ- 
greſſions z; ond that with his Stripes we ſhould be healed, . 
the Lord laying on him the Iniquity of us all, If. liti. 3. 
Fc. with more to this purpoſe in the ſame Chapter. 
That he ſhould come within a certain Number of 
Years foretold by the Prophet Daniel, (Dan. ix. 24, 
Sc.) and be cut , but not for himfe!f; aſter which 
the City aud the Saufinnry ſpou!d be deſtroyed, and the 
Sacrifiie aud Ollation ſhauld ceaſe, T heie, I ſay, . 
(with divers otheis that may be reckoned up) are re- 
markable Prophecies concerning the Meſſiah, re- 
corded in the Old Teftament many Centuries of 
Years before our Bleſſed Saviour's Appearance in 
this World: To which alſo may be added a great 
Number of Other Paſſages, which by the Jews 
theinſelves have always been looked upon as pointing, 
ſome of them prophet:ca.ly, and others zypical'y, to the 
ſame Perſon : Inſomuch that, to this very Day, there 
is no Opinion that more ſtrongly poſſeſſes the Minds 
of all that People than this: That the Meſhah, 
whom God long ſince promiſed, and whom they 
ſuppoſe not yet to be come; ſhall in due Time come 
and appear in the World. 
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Now, whatever Difficulties may ſeem to ariſe in 
the Interpretation of all, or any of theſe, either typi- 
cal or prophetical Paſſages, there is one very fair 
and reaſonable Key to be made uſe of, which im- 
mediately opens and ſolves them all; which is, That 
the Kingdom of the Meſſiah, to which God requires 
all Mankind to be ſubject, is not a temporal but a 
ſpiritual Kingdom, John xviii. 36. and therefore that 
all ſuch Paſſages as relate to him, and are not capa- 
ble of a literal Interpretation, are to be underſtood in 
a ſpiritual Senſe: Let us take, I ſay, but this one 
eaſy and rational Suppoſition with us, and the whole 
Syſtem of Types and Prophecies that occur in the 
Old Teſtament, concerning the Meſſiah, will eaſily 
and fairly be cleared up by it. 

Thus, for Example; Although in a ſtrict literal 
Senſe it cannot be ſaid, That our Bleſſed Saviour 
fat upon the Throne of David, and upon his Kingdom, 
to order it, If. ix. 7. becauſe he was no temporal 
Prince, as the other in his time had been ; yet is 
it a ſufficient fulfilling of this part of that Prophe- 
Cy, that he, who in his human Nature was both 
the legal and natural Son of David, was appoint - 
ed as a ſpiritual King for ever, to rule over the 
People of God. Thus alſo, though literally he 
be ight be called the Seed of the Noman, Gen. iii. 15. 
1 decauſe he was conceived and born of a pure 
Irgin; yet his bruiſing of the Serpent's Head and the 
-rpent's bruiſing his Heel, is miſtically to be un- 
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„ Ehn iii. 8. and of the Sufferings and Temptations 
„ berewith the Devil aſſaulted him, and continues 


do the like, more or leſs, to all Chriſtians, who 
e the Members of his myſtical Body the Church : 
d after the ſame manner all other the like Diffi- 
Ities, that any where occur in the Prophecies con- 
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tiles ſhould ſeek, and that his Ref ſpould be glorious, . 
If. xi. 10. That the Government ſpould be upon his 

Shoulders; that his Name ſhould be called, wonder ſul, 
Gounſeller, The mighty God, The coerla/ling Father, 
The Prince of Peace: Of the Increaſe of whoſe Go- 

vernment and Peace there ſhould be no end, upon the 

Throne of David, and upon his Kingdom, to order 
it, and to eflabliſh it with Tudgment and with Juſtice, 
from henceforth cven for ever, If, ix. 6, 79. That he 

ſhould be conceived and born of a Virgin, and 
called Immanuel, (which ſignifies Od with us ) Iſ. vii. 
14. Mat. i. 23. That be ſhould be deſpiſed and re- 
jected of Men; a Man of Sorraws, and acquainted 
wit! Grief : That he ſhould bear our Griefs 2 
and carry our Sorrows, be wounded for our Tranſ- 

greſſions ;, and that with his Stripes we ſhould be healed, . 
the Lord layirg on him the Intiquity of us all, If. liii. 3. 
Se. with more to this purpoſe in the ſame Chapter. 
That he ſhould come within a certain Number of 

Years foretovld by the Prophet Daniel, (Dan. ix. 24. 
Sc.) and be cut of, but not for himfeif; aſter which 

the City and the Sandt uary ſrould be deſtroyed, and the 

Sacriſi e aud Ollation ſhauid ceaſe, Theſe, I ſay, 
(with divers others that may be reckoned up) are re- 

markable Prophecies concerning the Meſſiah, re- 

corded in the Old Teftament many Centuries of 

Years belore our Bleffed Saviour's Appearance in 
this World: T'o which alſo may be added a great 

Number of Other Paſſages, which by the Jews 

chemſelves have always been looked upon as pointing, 

ſome of them prophetica.ly, and others zypical'y, to the 

ſame Perſon : Inſomuch that, to this very Day, there 

is no Opinion that more ſtrongly poſſeſles the Minds 

of all that People than this: That the Meſhah, 
whom God long ſince promiſed, and whom they 

ſuppoſe not yet to be come; ſhall in due Time come 
and appear in the World. 
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Now, whatever Difficulties may ſeem to ariſe in 
the Interpretation of all, or any of theſe, either typi- 
cal or prophetical Paſſages, there is one very fair 
and reaſonable Key to be made uſe of, which im- 
mediately opens and ſolves them all; which is, That 
the Kingdom of the Meſſiah, to which God requires 
all Mankind to be ſubject, is not a temporal but a 
ſpiritual Kingdom, John xviii. 36. and therefore that 
ail ſuch Paſſages as relate to him, and are not capa- 
ble of a literal Interpretation, are to be underſtood in 
a ſpiritual Senſe: Let us take, I ſay, but this one 
eaſy and rational Suppoſition with us, and the whole 
Syſtem of Types and Prophecies that occur in the 
Old Teſtament, concerning the Meſſiah, will eaſily 
and fairly be cleared up by it. 

Thus, for Example; Although in a ſtrict literal 
Senſe it cannot be ſaid, That our Bleſſed Saviour 
fat upin the Throne of David, and upon his Kingdom, 
{0 order it, If, ix. 7. becauſe he was no temporal 
Prince, as the other in his time had been; yet is 
it a ſufficient fulfilling of this part of that Prophe- 
cy, that he, who in his human Nature was both 
the legal and natural Son of David, was appoint 
ed as a ſpiritual King for ever, to. rule over the 
People of God. Thus alſo, though literally he 
might be called the Sced of the Woman, Gen. iii. 15. 
becauſe he was conceived and born of a pure 
Irgin; yet his bruiſing of the Serpent's Head and the 
v-rpent's bruiſing his Heel, is miſtically to be un- 
erſtood of his deſtroying the Works of the Devil, 
ohn iii. 8. and of the Sufferings and Temptations 
herewith the Devil aſſaulted him, and continues 
d do the like, more or leſs, to all Chriſtians, who 
e the Members of his myſtical Body the Church e 
nd after the ſame manner all other the like Diffi- 
ties, that any where occur in the Prophecies con- 

cerning 
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cerning the Meſſiah, may, I think, moſt eaſily and 
fairly be ſolved z as will abundantly appear to every 
one who ſeriouſly and impartially compares them all, 
' with the Hiſtory of our Bleſſed Saviour's Conception, 
Birth, Life, Death, Reſurtection, and Aſcention 
into Heaven ; together with the Deſcent of the Holy 
Ghoft upon his Apoftles and Diſciples, and the con- 
ſequent Propagation of the Goſpel throughout all the 
known Parts of the World. © 

I need not therefore ſo far enlarge this Diſcourſe 
2s to go through the Particulars of theſe Types and 
Prophecies, and ſhew, how that very many of them 
are literally, the reſt of them ſpiritually, and all of 
them rati:naily, accompliſhed in our Bleſſed Lord 
and Saviour Jeſus : But, taking the Sum of the Ar- 
gument together, I think it muſt have very great 
Force upon all unprejudiced Minds, if we thus put 
it into form. 

A great Number of Types, Prefigurations and 
Prophecies, in leveral and diſtant Ages; ſome 0 
them very plain, and all of them ſo pointing one 
Way, as to beget in the whole Nation of the Yew 
an Expection of the coming of a Meſſiah; and laſti tal 
ly, all of them in due time fai:ly and coherent| gow | 
fulfilled in one and the ſame Perſon; all this, I fa 
could be the Effect of no other Wiſdom or Fore 
fight, but that of God; and conſequently the Per | 
fon in whom all theſe were fulfilled, ought to al! 
looked upon as that very Meſſiah, who was pri in 
miſled, and accordingly ſent by God into the Wor le: 

But all this is come to paſs in the Perſon of ofMAtio! 
Bleſſed Lord and Saviour Jeſus. P thi 

Thercfore he is the Meſſiab or Chriſt, who not 
promiſed, and accordingly fent into the Weed b 
by God. And if thus much is once granted, MM alth 
Conſequeii 


On 
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Conſequence will not be denied, that therefore that 
Religion, which was taught by himſelf in Perſon, 
and afterwards by thoſe who were commiſſioned by 
him, is to be looked upon as coming from God 


ſecond Argument, whereby we prove the Chriſtian 
Religion to be from God : I proceed to the 

gs XVII. Third, which is drawn from the many 
Miracles that have been wrought for the Confirma- 
tion of it, 

Whoever acknowledges God to be the firſt Cauſe 
and Creator, of all Things, can mean no more by 
this Word Nature, when applied to created Beings, 
but only thoſe Attributes and Qualifications, toge- 
ther with that Force and Energy, wherewith God 
has endowed them, and each of them: And thus 
it 15 the Nature of each thing, to do or to bear, 
whatever God has fitted and appointed it for. 

How far the Power of Nature extends ; or (in 
ther Terms) what Attributes, Qualifications, 
'orce or Energy, God who is Almighty, can, 
be ſo pleaſes, beſtow upon any created Being, 
take it for granted that no Man knows : But 
ow far the ordinary Courſe of Nature goes; that 
to ſay, what is the State and Condition of Things, 
far as they appear to us; what are the Com- 
on Effects of ſuch and ſuch Cauſes, and the 
ual Cauſes of ſuch and ſuch Effects; we all of 
in a very great Meaſure do know, and every 
y learn from our conſtant Experience and Ob- 
vation. 
then I ſhould ſee a Cauſe, duly applied, and 
not produce its uſual Effect, or an Effect pro- 
ed by a Cauſe in all appearance unſuitable_ to 
although I ſhould not ſay this is altogether be- 

5 | yond 


and of Divine Authority; and thus much for the 
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yond the Power of Nature, (which in one Senſe is 
no other than the Power of God, to whom all things, 
that do not imply a Contradiction, are poſſible) yet 
] very well might ſay, this is beyond that ordinary 
Courſe of Nature, which by my conſtant Experience 
I find that God has eſtabliſhed in the World ; and 
ſuch a thing I ſhould call by the Name of a Vonder. 

Again, If a rational Agent ſhould bring about 
any Effect, in outward Appearance different from the 
ordinary Courſe of Nature; but yet (as I ſhould ap- 
prehend) did perform this by ſome ſecret Method of 
applying ſuch Cauſes, as in the common Nature of 
things were proper, and of Force ſufficient for ſuch 
a Production; this 1 ſhould call the Power of Art. 

But if ſuch an Agent ſhould Frourmgly and de- 
fignedly do any thing, in order to produce any re- 
markable Effect; and accordingly ſhould thereby 
produce it, without the leaft ground to ſuſpect or 
imagine the Intervention of any ſuch ſort of natural 
Cauſe ; ſuch a Work as this ſo performed is what J 
call by the Name of a Air acle. | 

There may, I grant, be divers Caſes, wherein 
a Man may very much doubt, and perhaps not 
be well able to determine, whether ſuch or ſuch 
a Work be a Miracle, or whether it be performed 
by the Power of Art But other Inflances again 
may be ſuppoſed, which, if appearing to be true 
in fact, no Man in his Wits can doubt to be real- 
ly and truly Miracles, For Example; Let us 
ſuppoſe a Number of Men, ſome blind, others 
lame, maimed, ſick of ſeveral forts of Diſeaſes, 
or plainly poſſeſſed by evil Spirits ſpeaking with- 
in them, and violently diſtorting their Bodies 
with convulſive Motions; and that all theſe 
ſhould be healed and cured of their ſeveral Mar 
ladics, MW 
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ladies, by a Touch only, or barely by a Word 
ſpeaking : could any Man be ſo extravagant as to 
ſay, that all this might poſſibly be performed by ſome 
ſecret Art, whereby a Man might be enabled to 
apply proper natural Cauſes, (in the common accep- 
tation of that Expreſſion) ſufficient to the production 
of theſe Effects ? Suppoſe five or ſeven Loaves, of 
a common bigneſs to be broken and diſtributed 
among four or five Thouſand hungry Men, and to 
give them ali a full Meal; and even the Fragments 
that remained, to be more in quantity than the 
ä Loaves themſelves were: Or, laftly, to omit other 
Inſtances 3 Suppoſe one Man to be dead, and car- 
rying to his Burial ; another to have lain four Days 
in his Grave; and a third to have been crucified, and 
a Spear thruſt into his very Entrails, and then to have 
lain in the Sepulchre to the third Day; and all of 
theſe to have been raiſed again, and actually reſtored 
o life: If a Man ſhould allow the Facts to be true, 
nd yet deny them to be miraculous, in the Senfe 
hat I have now explained the Word, the whole 
ein {WV orld certainly would look upon him to be moſt 
not Fateaſonably obſtinate. 
uch If Miracles were really wrought and urged for 
med Ne Confirmation of any Doctrine, which my Rea- 
n moſt plainly aſſured me implied a Contra- 
con, or were unworthy of God, and not to be 
conciled with bis known Attributes ; ſuch a Doc- 
ne as this I could not believe, or give my Aſſent 
,thers r whatever were done or pretended to be done, 
eaſes, che eſtabliſhing of it. For to give Aſſent at 
with- ſame time to Contradictions, is abſolutely im- 
zodies able; and ſince our Reaſon aſſures us, that 
thee PD, who is Eternal, Immortal, and abſolutel 
Ma- Witt, is therefore altogether Unchangeable; it 
ade follow, that whatever is contrary to any of his 
F Attribuus, 
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Attributes, muſt of neceſſity imply a Contradiction: 
And therefore when I had made the utmoſt Enquiry 
I could into ſuch Miracles as theſe, if I were not 
able to detect them of Art, or Impoſture, I could 
only look upon them as wrought by ſome evil Spirit, 
(Deut. xiii. 3. Malt. xxiv. 24.) and permitted by 
God, as a Trial of our Faith and Adherence to him, 
But if, upon the ſtrifteſt Examination, the Doctrine, 
however above the reach of my Underſtanding to 
comprehend, ſhould appear to have nothing contra- 
dictory, either in it or conſequent from it, nor to 
contain or imply any thing, that were contrary to 
what I believe of God; and the Miracles wrought 
for the Confirmation of it, were really and, truly 
ſuch, as they were pretended to be ; ſuch a, Doctrine 
as this I ſhould look upon, as having all the Evi- 
dence of Divine Authority that could be deſired: 
Nor could I apprehend, for what other Reaſon God, 
in ſuch a Caſe as this, ſhould work Miracles or 
cauſe them to be wrought, but only in order to be- 
get in Men a firm belief of ſuch Doctrine. If God 
by a Voice from Heaven ſhould tell me, that fuck 
a Doctrine were true; this would be no more but 
2 Miracle; and every other Miracle, in the Cak 
ſuppoſed, would appear to me to be as full an A 
teſtation from him, who is the Author and Contro 
ler of Nature, and without whoſe Power or part 
cular Permiſſion, the Courſe of it cannot at any tin 
be altered. 

Now take the whole Syſtem of Chriſtian D. 
trine, (not as it is altered or corrupted by this 
that Sect or Party, but) as it is delivered to us pi 
and unmixed in the Scriptures z and although t 50 
may be ſome things obſcure and above the read if C 
our Underſtanding ; yet is there nothing in it 
gun be pretended to imply a Centradictien; and! 
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the whole Frame of it is altogether worthy of God, 
and agreeable to his Attributes, I have already 
ſufficiently ſhewn from the intrinfick Wiſdom and 
Goodneſs that appears to be in it; and therefore 
ſince ſo many Miracles (in the proper Acceptation 
of that Word) were wrought by our Saviour Jeſus 
Chriſt, his Apoſtles and Diſciples, for the Confir- 
mation of this Doctrine (as muſt be evident to 
every one who reads the four Goſpels and the As 
of the Apoſiles ) it unqueſtionably muſt follow, from 
what has been ſaid, that the Doctrine itſelf is from 
God, and that he is the Author and approver 
of it. 

And if any one ſhall queſtion the Truth of theſe 
Matters of Fact, or doubt whether they were E, 
formed according as they are recorded in the Hiſtory 
of the New Te/tament ; for his Conviction I need only 
appeal to the many and great Sufferings of the Apo- 
ſtles and Diſciples of Chriſt, (many of whom were 
Eje-witneſſes of all that was done; and others received 
the Relation from their concurrent Teſtimony) who 
continually expoſed themſelves (as is moſt notorious 
and undenied) to all manner of Perſecutions and Tor- 
ments, and even to Death itſelf, only upon the Ac- 
count of this ſame "Teſtimony which they gave to 
the Reſurrection of Chriſt, and all other the Miracles 
which were wrought by him and his Diſciples for 
the Confirmation of that Doctrine and Religion which 
they taught and preached : And that ſuch great Num- 
bers of Men ſhould readily undergo ſo many preat 
and bitter Sufferings, without either inquiring into, 
or being well aſſured of, the Facts upon which all 
they ſuffered for entirely depended, is a thing in it- 
ſelf, altogether incredible. 

Some, who are obſtinate, will perhaps ſay, that 
if Chriſtianity may be proved by Miracles, ſo may 

F 2 Popery 
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Popery too: For the Papiſts, with great Aſſurance, 
make that Plea, even for thoſe Doctrines and Prac- 
tices in particular, whereby they are diſtinguiſhed 
from other Chriſtians : But (to ſay nothing yet a 
while of the monſtrous Abſurdities of Popery; which 
to an impartial Man muſt till appear very hard if 
not impoſhble to be digeſted whatever Proof we may 
ſuppoſe them to have for their Miracles; to ſay no- 
thing of this, I ſay) between the Miracles that were 
wrought for the eſtabliſhing of Chriſtianity ; and 
thoſe which the Church of Reme alledges in behalf of 
her peculiar Tenets, there are theſe four very re- 
markable Differences : 

Fir/t, The Chriſtian Miracles are all of them 
grave and ſerious; the Popiſh ones generally are 
trifling and childiſh ; as will abundantly appear to 
every one who compares the four Goſpels and the As 
of the Apsiles, with the Legends and Lives of the 
[pretended] Saints received in the Church of Rome. 
Secondly, The Chriſtian Miracles were immedi- 
a'ely publiſhed to the World, as ſoon as they were 
_ wrought; whereby all Men had an Opportunity of 
making a full and impartial Inquiry into the Truth 
and Reality of them: Whereas the moſt conſi- 
derable of the Popiſh ones have ſcarce ever been 
mentioned, until ſome Generations after the Time 
that they are pretended to have been performed. 

Thirdly, The Chriſtian Miracles were immedi- 
ately and publickly atteſted by a ſufficient Num- 
ber of Witneſſes; all of them Men of great Ho- 
neſty and Simplicity; who reither would nor 
could have contrived ſuch a Forgery ; by which 
(if a Forgery it were) they could not have the 
leaſt Proſpect of Advantage, but altogether of 


great and grievous Sufferings, Whereas the Popiſh 
Miracles 


Sect. XVIII. by ihe Teſt of Re asoONn. 65 


Miracles have ſeldom been publiſhed until long 
after the Death of the pretended Witneſſes ; and 
even thoſe Witneſſes ſuch as were no Sufferers, but 
Gainers by their Teſtimony, and therefore, for that 
as well as other Reaſons, the more liable to be 
ſuſpected. 
Fourthly, So convincing was the Evidence, which 
every where was offered for the Chriſtian Miracles, 
that they almoſt univerſally gained Belief, even 
from Enemies as well as Friends; nor did any of 
thoſe who antiently oppoſed our Religion, deny or 
gainſay the Matters of Fat; but only endeavoured 
to bring other Solutions for the Argument which the 
primitive Chriſtians brought from that Topick ; 
whereas the popiſh Miracles have been ſo far from 
gaining Credit (even in point of Fat) among their 
Adverſaries; that their own ſober and learned Men 
do not appear to believe the Truth of much the 
greateſt Part of them. | 
Let theſe ſour things then (in themſe es ſuffici- 
ently notorious, and which my intended Brevity will 
not allow me to enlarge upon) be thoroughly and ſe- 
riouſly conſidered; and it will ſoon appear that altho” 
the Argument from Miracles holds ſtrongly and un- 
anſwerably in the behalf of Chriſtianity ; yet nothing 
can fairly be drawn from the like Topic for the 
Eſtabliſhment of Popery. 

$ XVIII. At laſt then I am come to the fourth 
Argument, whereby we prove that Chriſtianity is 
from God; and that is drawn from the great Succeſs 
which it met with at its firſt Appearance in the World, 

I grant indeed that Succeſs alone is not ſufficient 
to prove the Truth or Goodneſs of any Cauſe 
whatſoever: It being beyond Contradiction no- 
torious, that Error and Villainy have ſometimes 
deen very ſucceſsful, But where a Religion ns 
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all other the Marks of Truth ; and has with great 
Succeſs been propagated not only by Perfons in an 
outward Appearance unfit for ſuch a Work, and 
without the leaft Proſpect of any temporal Encou- 
ragement ; but alſo in oppofition to many grievous 
and bitter Perſecutions, by the greateſt Powers upon 
Earth, univerſally raiſed againft it: The very Suc- 
ceſs, I fay, of ſuch a Religion as this, adds no ſmall 
Weight to the other Arguments, that are brought to 
prove the Divine Authority of it ; and in ſuch a Caſe, 
it may well be ſuppoſed that it is God who gives Men 
Power to perform a Work to which of themſelves 
they are altogether unequal ; and when va Mul- 
titudes every where net only forſake their old 
Religion in which they had been bred and em- 
brace this which is but newly preached amongſt 
them; but alſo readily and willingly undergo 
Poverty, Baniſkment, Torments, and even Death 
itſelf for the ſake of it; it may well be looked 
vpn as% good Argument, not only of the ſtrong 
and clear Conviction which they have of the 
Truth of it, but alſo of a more than ordinary Sup- C 
port which they receive from the Hand of God, 
whereby they are enabled for its ſake to bear ſuch 
things as ſeem to ſurpaſs the very Strength of human 
Nature. 

Now this is exactly the Caſe of Chriſtianity : 
Its own intrinſick Wiſdom and Goodneſs, toge- 
ther with the Propheſies accompliſhed, and Mi- 
racles wrought for its Eſtabliſhment, do give it all 
the Marks of Truth, that can reafonably be de- 
fired ; it was at firſt preached by Men, both 
poor and illiterate, all of them except St. Paul; and x, 3: 
he too a Man but of a very ſmall figure in Propor- Peop 
tion to ſo great a Work: And ſo far was it from ang 
meeting with any temporal Encouragement in Why 
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travel into every Part of the World alike? Examine 
the Account that Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtory gives us of 
the Progreſs of Chriſtianity, and you will find that 
though in a few Years it prevailed very much almoſt 
throughout the Roman Empire; yet many other 
Countries there were, that for divers Centuries 
heard little or notbing of it : Nor does it appear to 
this very Day to have been at all made known to the 
North-Eaſt Part of Tartary and great Part of Ame- 
rica; and but very imperfectly in many vaſt Tracts 
of India, China, and the Countries thereunto near 
adjoining. Now if God Almighty deſigned Chri- 
ſtianity for the common Benefit of all Mankind, and 
no Man can receive the Benefit of a Religion with- 
out ſome competent Knowledge of it ; what imagi- 
nable Reaſon can be given why this Knowledge 
ſhould not fairly be offered to every particular Man ; 


and that in ſuch a manner as to leave him no room 


to complain of any but himſelf : If by not embracing 
of the Religion, he fall ſhort of the Reward that it 
propoſes to its Votaries and Profeſſors? 

Upon this Objection the Adverſaries of Chri- 
ſtianity lay no ſmall Weight; and many weak Chri- 
ſtians at the firſt are puzzled and perplexed at it: I 
have therefore concealed no part of the Strength of 
it; and do think that the Force of it will be wholly 
taken away if we duly conſider theſe two things: 

Firſt, That it is uo Argument in the leaſt to prove, 
that God has not done a thing, becauſe we are not 
able to aſſign a Reaſon why he has not done more. Why 
did not he, whoſe Wiſdom and Power are infi- 
nite, create ten thouſand Millions of Worlds? 
(And if he had done ſo, the Queſtion might till 
as well be aſked, Why did he not create ten 
times as many more?) We know not, But will 
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Miſtake : It being altogether impoſſible for a Man to 
become a Chriſtian, if no ſufficient Inſtruction of 
that ſort has ever been offered to him. 

$ XX. Another Difficulty to be cleared up, is 
this; That many Men have in all Ages oppoſed 
Chriſtianity, many have corrupted it; or great Diſ- 
putes, at leaſt, there have been, and ſtill are, which 
are the true and genuine Doctrines and Precepts of 
it; in many Places where once it wholly prevailed, 
it has now ſoft its Ground, and given way to Maho- 
metaniſm; and among thoſe who profeſs it, vaſt 
Multitudes there are who lead their Lives almoſt in 
a direct oppoſition to it. Now, if the Evidence for 
this Religion has all along from the beginning, been 
ſo very great and clear, as I have endeavoured to re- 
preſent it; how is it poſſible that ſo many Men did, 
and ſtill do reſiſt the Force of it, and chuſe another 
and far worſe Profeſſion before it? How could it 
come to be thus adulterated, as we find it is? (For 
among the many contending and contrary Parties, 
all but one muſt, more or leſs, be Corruptors of 
that Chriſtianity which in common they pretend 
to.. And, laſtly, If the Rewards it propoſes, and 
Puniſhments it 'threatens, are ſo certain, as they 
muſt be, if the Religion itſelf be undoubtedly of 
Divine Authority ; it ſeems to be beyond Imagina- 
tion itſelf, that any one Man in his Wits ſhould be- 
lieve this, and yet continue to lead a wicked and un- 
godly Life. 

In anſwer hereunto, let it be conſidered, That 
God having made Man a rational Creature, and 
endowed him with a Power of Choice; does not 
irreſiftably compel him to any thing, only /ets 
before him Good and Evil, Life and Death, Bleſſing 
and Cruſing, Deut. xxx. 19. with ſufficient Motives 

to 


\ 


Sect. XXI. by the Teſt of R EPASON. 71 


to chuſe the one, and reject the other; but with full 

and free Liberty, at the ſame time, to do which 
of the two he pleaſes; and therefore if never ſo 
many Men do oppoſe or perſecute the true Religion, 
notwithſtanding the moſt convincing Proofs that are 
offered in the behalf of it ; or having embraced it, do 
yet live eontrary to the Rules and Precepts of it, or 
even again renounce or forſake it ; all this is only an 
Argument of their own Pride, Covetouſneſs, Sen- 
ſuality, or whatever elſe it is that they ſuffer to pre- 
vail in them in oppoſition to their Duty ; but makes 
nothing at all againſt Religion, which ought always 
to be judged of, by the direct proof and Evidence 
that is brought for it, and not barely by the Recep- 
tion it meets with in the World ; eſpecially if we 
conſider how very often Men's Luſt, Paſſions, and 
Prejudices are permitted to get almoſt an entire Aſ- 
cendant over their Reaſon, 

XXI. If it be here demanded, Why did not 
God at firſt create, and afterwards preſerve Man 
in greater Perfection, as to his intellectual Powers, 
than it ſeems he has done? Why does he not give 

him an underſtanding as well qualified to diſcern 
Truth from Error, and good from Evil, as a good 
Eye is to diſtinguiſh Light from Darkneſs; and alfa 
a Will immutably fixt upon the former, and always 
averſe to the latter? For if this had been done, the 
Conſequence would be, that every Man would moſt 
certainly embrace the true Religion as ſoon as it 
ſhould be propoſed to him; and when he had once 
embraced it, would always retain and live accord- 
ing to it, 

{ anſwer, Fi, That whatever intellectual or 
other Perfections God migbt have given unto 
Mankind; as long as they come ſhort of being 
infinite, (of which no created Being is, I ſuppoſe, 


or 
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or can be capable) there would ſtill be room for this 
fame Queſtion, hy has not God given them greater 
Perfettions ? For the greater Perfectious a rational 
Creature is endowed with, the greater degree of 
Happineſs is he capable of: And fince it is natural 
for every ſuch Creature to deſire to be as happy 
as poſſible can be if the Will of the Almighty Crea- 
tor is not to ſet bounds unto that Deſire, and to be 
the Rule of it ; a way is opened for a perpetual Ex- 
poſtulation of all the rational part of the Creation, 
againſt their Creator : The Thing formed may for 
| ever ſay to him that formed it, I hy haſt thou made 
| me thus? Rom. ix. 20. And Angels as well as Men 
may ſay to God, Why haſt thou not given us ſtill 
a greater degree of Perfection, that ſo we might be 
able to attain to the like degree of Happineſs ? 

But, Secondly, although it is altogether incon- 
ſiſtent with God's infinite Goodneſs, that he ſhould 
create any Sort of Beings; and without any Fault 
by them committed, ſhould put them into a State 

of unavoidable Miſery; yet, on the other hand, it is 
moſt certain, that he neither is nor can be a Debter 
to any of his Creatures, beyond what he, by his 
own voluntary Promiſe, at any time thinks fit to 
make himſelf: And therefore whatever Portion of 
Good he is pleaſed to beſtow on any of them, it is 
an Inſtance of his Bounty and Beneficence to the 
Work of his Hands: And as he who has received 
but one Talent, is accountable for no more but 
what he has received; ſo is he as truly obliged to be 
content with, and thankful] for it, as any other that 

| is entruſted with a greater Number. 

| And here let me a little expoſtulate this matter 

\ with thoſe Men, who, by ſuch ſort of Demands 

and Objections as theſe, do preſume to — 

all 
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and call in queſtion the infinite //7/dom and Gcœad- 
neſs even of God himſelf. Of both theſe Attri- 
butes, as well as of his Almighty Power, be has 
given us abundant Evidence both in the Structure 
of the World, and the Revelation and Propa- 
gation of the Chriſtian Religion : But, ſay ſome, 
the World is not as well contrived, nor the feve- 
ral Parts of it, and Beings that belong to it, as 
perfect as they might have been: And hence they 
would infer, either that it was not mace by God 
at all, or that he is not as wiſe and good as we 
would repreſent him. And the like Objection they 
frame againſt Chriſtianity z becauſe Multitudes that 
profeſs it live contrary to it; and many Millions 
have gone off the Stage, and ſtill continue to do ſa, 
without ever having had the leaſt Knowledge or In- 
ſtruction in it. 

But what intolerable Arrogance is this, thus to 
deny, or even doubt of the Wiſdom and Goodneſs 
of God, (for which ſuch unanſwerable Arguments 
are produced) only becauſe our ſhort and narrow 
Underſtanding is not able to fathom or compre- 
hend them? Do we know the utme/# Deſign that 
God has in framing of the Univerſe, and each and 
every Part thereof, with all and every the Crea- 
tures that are, or, for ought we know, may be in 
the ſeveral Regions of it, and the fartheſt Extent 
of that Subordination, which all theſe Creatures 
have one to another, in order to that Deſign ? 
And if every created Being has Perfection ſuffi- 
cient for that end, for which God made it, is not 


this enough for that Station in which it is placed? 


No doubt but God, if he ſo pleaſed, might have 
made the craggy Hills and Mountains, moſt fruit- 
ful and delightful Plains; but if he has thought 
fit to have theſe great Unevenneſſes in the Earth, 

for 
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for the better ſupplying of the whole with Rain, 
Fountains and Rivers ; dare we take upon us to find 
fault with his Workmanſhip ? He might have cauſed 
the Earth to produce not only all forts of Fruit and 
Corn, without any Tillage, but alſo Houſes ready 
fitted for the Reception and Habitation of Man : 
But ſhall we grumble, becauſe matters are ſo or- 
dered that we cannot have theſe things without the 
Intervention of our own Care and Induſtry ? He 
might have given rational Souls to the Brutes, and 
created Man with all the PerfeCtions of an Angel ; 
but if he has thought fit to make them juſt ſuch as 
they are, that the Beaſts may be the more ſervi- 
ceable to Man, and Man undergo a Trial here, in 
order to his Reward or Puniſhment hereafter ; 
ought not this rather to raiſe our Admiration of the 
Divine Wiſdom and Goodneſs, than to move us in 
the leaſt to call them in Queſtion ? And laſtly, (to 
omit all other Inſtances) it was and is always in his 
Power to give every Man throughout the whole 
World, moſt full and perfect Information of all 
the DoQrines and Precepts of Chriſtianity, toge- 
ther with the Grounds and Reaſons of them : But 
he has not done ſo; and who can tell whether he 
intends, at the laſt Day, to call any Man to 
an Account for more than what he has received ? 
That is to fay, for the Abilities and Opportuni- 
ties, which in his Life-time he had, of gaining 
Knowledge of the Truth, and putting that Know- 
ledge into Practice, in that Place and Station 
wherein he in his Providence has thought fit to 
place him. 

To conclude this Point : If Man will but allow 
that God is or may be very much wiſer than him- 
ſelf, he will eaſily be content with thoſe moſt 
pregnant Proofs he hes ſo clearly given us, both 

of 


Sect, XXII. by the Teſt of REAasoNn. 75; 


of his infinite Wiſdom and Goodneſs, as well as 
Power ; and whatever comes to paſs that human 
Reaſon is not able otherwiſe to account for, he will 
always believe it to be deſigned and directed by God 
to ſome good End, in order to the better and more 
regular Adminiſtration of the Univerſe ; although we 
at preſent have no way of coming to the particular 
Knowledge of it. A thouſand things may, with 
the greateſt Juſtice and Prudence, be tranſacted and 
done by a Prince and his Council, of which every 
private Man, though of very good Underſtanding in 
his own proper Affairs, may yet, from the outward 
Appearance, be able to frame no competent Judg- 
ment; and for any of us to call in queſtion the 
Wiſdom or Goodneſs of God's Adminiſtration, (of 
which the Reaſons are altogether beyond our Capa- 
city) is not only very great Preſumption, but alto- 
gether as fooliſh alſo and abſurd, as if a dead Man 
ſhould paſs his Judgment on the Diſtinction of 
Sounds, or a Man born blind on the Difference of 
Light and Colours. 

XXII. But the preſumption of ſome Nlen 
goes yet farther, and demands, What Neccſlity 
there is of any Revealed Religion at all? Does 
not. Reaſon, if duly attended to, moſt certainly 
inform us of the Being of God, together with his 
Attributes of Wiſdom, Power, Juſtice and Good- 
neſs? And may we not from theſe Attributes as 
evidently infer that his Will alſo is, as far as we 
are concerned in it; that is to ſay, as far as it is 
either a Rule of Duty to us, or a Ground to hope 
for a Reward, if we obey; and to expect Puniſh- 
ment, in caſe we are diſobedient? Read thoſe 
Authors who have learnedly and judiciouſly 
handled theſe Subjects, and you will find the 
Truth and Authority of Natural Religion ſo fully 

[32 demonſtrated ; 
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demonſtrated; the Duties of it, as they reſpe& 

both God and Man, ſo clearly deſcribed, and their 

Obligation ſo evidently proved; as to require no- 

thing more but Conformity and Obedience there- 
| unto, to render Man as happy as he is capable of in 

this Life; and ſufficiently to qualify him for what- 
U ever farther Happineſs God hath been pleaſed to deſign 
for him in that which is to come: And all this from 
the Principles of Reaſon alone, and antecedent to 
any manner of Revelation. Since then the very ut- 
moſt Deſign of Religion is to make Men happy 
here, and qualify them for Happineſs in the Lite to 
come; and all this may ſufficiently be provided for 
by Reaſon alone, if every Man would but impar- 
tially follow it; why ſhould we imagine that God 
hath made any ſupernatural Revelation of Religion 
at all, ſince the utmoſt End that he can be ſuppoſed 
thereby to propoſe to himſelf, may as well be ac- 
compliſhed by every Man's attending to that Light 
of Reaſon, which his Creator hath implanted in his 
very Nature ? 

But ſuppoſe we were altogether unable to dif- 
cover the leaſt Neceſſity of Revelation; would it 
follow from hence that therefore there neither is, 
nor can be any ſuch Thing? Whether God hath 
been ever pleaſed to make any ſupernatural Re- 
velation of himſelf or his Will, is a Queſtion of 
Zac; and if a Fad be ſufficiently proved by pro- | 
per Arguments, that is to ſay, by the Teſtimony 
of unexceptionable Witneſſes, is it reaſonable for 
any Man to ſay, that the thing is not ſo, only 
becauſe he cannot tell why it ſhould be ſo? And C 
may not God in his infinite Wiſdom ſee very. juſt 
Cauſes for the doing of many things, of which we t 
may be altogether ignorant? Whoſoever doth but 
a little conſider both the Clearneſs and . 
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neſs of God's Knowledge, and compare it with the 
Darkneſs and Narrowneſs of Man's Underſtanding, 
can never ſure have the Confidence to make ſuch 
ſort of ObjeQions as theſe. 

However, let us yield a little to debate this matter 
with the Objectors. There is no doubt to be made 
but God, if he had fo pleaſed, might much farther 
have enlightened every Man's natural Underſtand- 
ing than what he hath done, and thereby alone, 
without any ſupernatural Revelation, have given 
them ſuch an Inſight into Things divine, as that 
their Reaſon alone might have been a ſufficient Rule 
both of Faith and Practice to them. But the Que- 
ſtion is not at preſent, J/hat God might have done, 
but what he actually hath done; and if he hath thought 
fit to ſuperadd to Reaſon another and farther Rule of 
Revelation, will any Man venture to ſay that he hath 
not ſufficient Authority for ſo doing ? 

But where is the Neceſſity, ſay they, of Revelation, 
ſince God might have governed the whole World as 
it is manifeſt he hath done a great part of it, with- 
out it? And ſhall we ſuppoſe the all-wiſe God to 
have done any thing that is unneceſſary, or (in other 
terms) in vain ? | 

I anſwer, That if by Neceſſiiy here is meant an 
abſolute and unavoidable Neceſſity, it is moſt evi- 
dent that God (whoſe freedom of Action is eſſen- 
tial to his infinite PerfeCtion) has done very many 
things without any ſuch Neceſſit) as this incum- 
bent on him: Nor can any other Account be 
given, why he made the World, and all the ſe- 
veral ſorts of Beings that are in it, and endowed 
them ſeverally with ſuch various Properties and 
Powers as are found to be in them? But that it 
was his own Good-will and Pleaſure fo to do; 
and that in order to ſuch Ends and Purpoſes, as 

he, 


78 RE L IOGIO V Tryed Sect. XXII. 


he, in his infinite Wiſdom, thought fit to lay down 
and eſtabliſh. 

But if by Neceſſity, no more is meant but only a 
great Congruity and Aptitude, in order to the bring- 
ing about ſome wiſe and good End, then, in anſwer 
to the Queſtion propoſed, I return theſe following 
things : 

Firſt, It is not to be doubted, but that God may 
have many wife and great Ends to accompliſh ; and 
may adapt the moſt proper means to each ſeveral 
End, far beyond what we poor ſhallow Mortzls are 
able (at leaſt while we are in this Life) to compre- 
hend. Although therefore we could fee no manner 
of Neceſſity for Revelation, in order to any End 
that we can imagine, it will not follow but that God 
may know it to be highly neceſſary, and by much 
the moſt proper means for the bringing to Effect 
certain Deſigns of his own, which in themſelves are 
moft wiſe and good; although as yet perhaps alto- 
gether unknown, or unfathomable to us. 

Secondly, As far as the Ends which God hath pro- 
poſed to himſelf are made known to us, or we are 
able to dive into them, it evidently appears, that 
thoſe ſeveral Revelations, which he hath been pleaſed 
to make of himſelf and of his Will to the World, 
were in their own nature very proper, (and in that 
Senſe neceſſary) in order to the Accompliſhment of 
them. 

All ſober Men, who own that there is a God, 
allow him at the ſame time, to be infinitely Miſe, 
Gord and Ju; and therefore whatever he does, in 
purſuance of any one of theſe Attributes, muſt al- 
ways be ſuppoſed to be fully conſiſtent with the 
other tꝛuo. 

From the Relation alſo that rational Creatures 
bear both to God, and to each other; it is granted 

| that 


. 


0 


* 
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that there ariſe certain unChangeable Rules, or Me... 
ſures of Moral Good and Evil, which. we call Na. 
tural Laws. 


hatever js morally evil God cannot do becauſe 
it is dire} / Contrary to his Very Nature and eſſential 
Attributes. 


ö an End, 

Happineſs of a rational 
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action is wanting, 
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8 
Pear only to 
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Juſtify him 
(whoſe 
1 


abundantly to 
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(whoſe Authority over his Creatures hath no other 
Limits but bis own Goodneſs) in the making of 


em. 

Let all the Revelations then that God hath made 
(as they are recorded both in the Old and New Te- 
ſtament) be ſtricty examined and enquired into; and 
what even ſeeming Inconſiſtency can there be found 
between any of them, and any one of thoſe natural 
and unchangeable Laws, which by Reaſon. we are 
able to diſcover ! 

But you will ſay, that there are many things in 
the Oll and ſome in the New Te/tament, which though 
not incen ſiſtent with, yet are altogether wry was to 
the Natural Laws: I grant it, but then let it be con- 
ſidered, 

Firſt, That God hath an undoubted Authority to- 
lay what poſitive Injunctions he thinks fit upon his. 
own Creatures: Nor can ſuch Injun#10ns be any 
other way made known unto us than by Revelation. 

Secondly, T hat when once ſuch Injunctions are 
made known, our Obedience to them becomes a 
Duty, by virtue of that general Sanction of the na- 
tural Law, That God is to be obeyed in all things. 

Thirdly, That moſt, if not all, of thoſe poſitive 
Injunfions, which God hath at any Time been pleaſ- 
ed to lay on Men, have always been deſigned, and 
in their own nature fit, for the better Enforcement. 
of the Duties of the natural Lau; either by awaken- 
ing them into a. more awful Apprehenſion of the 
Divine Majeſty, or being as it were a Fence about 
certain Precepts of the natural Law, to keep them 
at the greater Diſtance from the Tranſgieſſion of 
them. 

Fourthh, That a very great and moſt material 
(that is to ſay, all that we call the moral) Part of 
whatever Revelation God hath been pleaſed to 

make, 
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make, is no more than-a clear and full Declaration 
of thoſe very Duties, which by the natural Law 
we are obliged to perform ; and conſequently no 
ſmall Help to our Reaſon ; which, wherever this 
Light of Revelation hath been wanting, hath not 
been ſufficient to keep Men from the moſt great and 
groſs Abſurdities in matters that relate to God, and 
Religion. 

And laſtly, Whereas it is very hard to ſuppoſe, 
that ſuch a Creature as Man ſhould take much Pains, 
and encounter many Difficulties in the Diſcharge of 
his Duty, unleſs he were awed on the one hand by 
the Fear of Puniſhment ; and on the other, encou- 
raged by the Hope of ſome Aſſiſtance here, and a 
ſufficient Reward hereafter ; and the Doctrines of 
God's puniſhing the wicked, and both aſſiſting and 
rewarding of good Men, are but ſomewhat obſcurely 
ſuggeſted to us by Reaſon alone : It certainly muſt 
be allowed as highly agreeable to God's Deſign in the 
i Creation of Mankind, that theſe things ſhould be 


e more clearly and fully made known unto us by Re- 
a velation; thereby to work the more effectually both 
a- upon our Hopes and our Fears, in order to keep us 


up cloſe to our Duty, notwithſtanding the many 
ve | Difficulties and Diſcouragements which we often 
aſ- meet with in the Performance of it. 
and True, it may be you will ſay, that God hath 


ent ſufficient Power and Authority, not only by Re- 
ten- Pelation to aſſiſt our Reaſon; but alſo by the 
the ame Means to make known Truths, and lay 
bout Ppoſitive Injunctions on us in Matters of Religion, 
mem Þeyond what Reaſon of itſelf could poſſibly dif- 


on of over; may well enough be granted; but ſtill the 

Diffculty remains, that it will be aſked, Why this 
terial Revelation (if any ſuch there hath been) hath not 
art of om time to time beemuniverſally made to all Man- 
ſed do kind; 


makes 


not univerſal to each particular Man. To which 
having already given, 1 think, 3 (ficient Anſwer, 
1 ſhall not tire the Reader with an unneceſſary Re- 


Religion 15 wholly owing #0 Revelation. As in Geo- 
metry (for Example) a moſt difficult Theorem when 


every Man who underſtands the Demonſtration» that 
every Man is VET) apt to think that he could himſelf 
have found it out; and yet thouſands of good Geo- 
metricians there are, and have been, who never 
would [of themſelves] have found out the Demon- 
rations of that Science, or have nad any Notion 
of them, if they had not been taught by others; ſo 
although the Doctrines and Rules of natural Lau 
and Religion are; in my Opinion, gemonſtrably de- 
duæive from ſuch Principles 25 every Man in his 


lightened by Revelation; and that Light in a greater 2 
or leſs Meaſure Jerived down unto others. te 
When God firſt made Man he did not leave him A 
only to gather what Knowledge he could by the 20 


Strength of his own Reaſom from the Works 2 do 
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the Creation and the Order and Courſe of Nature; 
but gave him what Inſtruction was farther neceſ- 
ſary by immediate Revelation, Gen. i. 28. &c, where- 
by Adam was alſo enabled to teach and inſtru, and 
propagate Knowledge amongſt his Poſterity. 

This way of teaching us by immediate Revelation 
God was pleaſed, even after the Fall of Man, in ſome 
Meaſure to continue ; as appears in the Account 
which the Holy Scripture gives us of Cain and Abel, 
Noah, Abraham, Foſeph, M:ſes and the Prophets; 
and after ſome Intermiſſion, to renew the ſame by 
Jeſus Chriſt and his Apoſtles. | 

And that ſome Footſteps of ſome of theſe Reve- 
lations [at leaſt] did, almoſt as univerſally as 
Mankind, ſpread themſelves, and for a very lon 
time remain throughout the whole World, ap- 
pears I think moſt plainly from that Cuſtom of wor- 
ſhipping the Deity by Sacrrfices, which every where 
was retained amongſt all Nations, as far as we 
have any Account of them in ancient Hiſtory, 
whether true or fabulous. Of which univerſal 
Cuſtom, every where prevailing amongſt the moſt 
diſtant People, no rational account can be given 
from any of the Principles of Natural Religion ; 
nor indeed any other but this one (that will bear 
the utmoſt Teſt) viz. that it was firſt immediately 
taught unto Man by God himſelf; and then de- 
rived down and propagated from one Generation to 
another. 

For to ſay nothing of Cain and Abel, (Gen. iv. 
3, 4,) or what paſſed before the Flood; preſently 
after it we find Noah (who had an immediate In- 
tercourſe with God by Revelation) building an 
Aitar, and offering Burnt-offering upon it, Gen. viii. 
20, and what he thus did himſelf, it cannot be 
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in a great Meaſure a Corruption of, together with 
many Additions to ſome Part of thoſe Revelations, 
which are contained in the Scriptures of the Old 
Teſtament, for the Proof of which we need go no 
farther than the Hiſtory of the Creation and Deluge, 
as it is related in the very beginning of Ovid's Meta- 
morphoſis; and how great a Senſe of Religion and 
Conſcience, the Apprehenſion of theſe and ſuch like 
Things, kept up in both thoſe People, is too well 
known from their Hiſtories to need any farther Proof 
here. And after that Chriſtianity began to be made 
known throughout the Roman Empire; it is re- 
markable that even the Heathen Writers exalted both 
Piety and Morality, to a higher and more ſpiritual 
Degree, than any of their Predecefſors (though Men 
of as great Parts and Learning) had ever done before 
them : Which can probably be attributed to no other 
Cauſe but the Acquaintance which they had with 


ſome of the Notions of the Goſpel. 


On the contrary, they who have travelled into 
thoſe Countries, where the ancicnt Natives have loft 
all Senſe or Apprehenſion of any ſuch Thing as Re- 
velation, do aſſure us, that they find among them ſo 
very little Sign of any Worſhip of God, or Footſtep 
even of natural Religion, that it is at leaſt ver 
doubtful whether they have any manner of Senſe of 
God or Religion at all; of which (to omit others) 
the People called Hottentors at the Cape of Good Hope, 
are a very remarkable Inſtance. 

I ſhall cloſe my Anſwer to all the foregoing 
Objections with this one Conſideration, which 1 
take to be abundantly ſufficient to furmount all the 
Difficulties that are or can be contained in them ; 
namely, that not only Revelation, but in a great 
Meaſure even Reaſon alſo, from the unequal 
Diſtribution of dg Fas Evil in this Life, aſſure 

us 
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us that there is a Life to come, and a great Day 
of Account in which Rewards and Puniſhments 
ſhall be moſt exactly diſpenſed; and all the 
[ſeeming Inequalities] of this World ſo thoroughly 
rectified and made even, that Virtue which hath 
ſometimes here been oppreſſed ſhall have no farther 
Reaſon to complain, or bemoan itſelf ; nor proſ- 
perous Vice any longer ground to triumph and 
rejoice. Then it ſhall appear to all the rational 
part of the Creation, that the Fudge of all the 
Earth doth nothing but what is right, Gen. xviii. 25. 
And as the good and faithful Servant (Matt. xxv. 21.) 
ſhall be moſt amply rewarded ; ſo the wicked and 
lol hi ful ene (ver. 26.) ſhall be ſufficiently puniſhed ; 
not for that he had but ene Talent (ver. 15.) com- 
mitted to him, or Ability to manage no more, 
(neither of which are laid to his Charge as a 
Fault) but purely and only becauſe he did not 
put his Lerd's Maney to the Exchangers, ver, 27. that 
is to ſay, did not make that due Improvement of the 
Stock, with which he was entruſted, that he might 
and ought to have done. Then that Servant which 
knew his Lerd's Will and prepared not himſelf, neither 
did accordirg to his Mill, ſhall be beaten with many 
Stripes: But he that ꝶneto not, and did commit Things 
[in themſelves] worthy of Stripes, ſhall be beaten with 
few Stripes; for unto whamſcever much is given, of 
him [alone] ſhall much be required, Luke xii. 47, 48. 
And as many as have ſinned without [the Revealed] 
Law [of God] ſhall alſo periſh without [being judged 
by that] Law; and as many as have ſinned in the 
Law, ſhall be judged by the Law, Rom. ii. 12. For 
when the Gentiles, which have not the [Revealed] 
Lato, do by [the Light of] nature the Things contained 
in the Law, theſe having not the [Revealed] Law, 
are a Law unto themſelves, ver. 14. 

This 
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This World is but a ſhort Prelude to that vaſt 
Eternity that is to follow; and we being at preſen: 
on the obſcure ſide of the Curtain, cannot make a 
full and perfect Diſcovery of what is yet in a great 
meaſure concealed on the other fide of it. But from 
the infinite Wiſdom, Juſtice and Goodneſs of God, 
we may with all aſſurance conclude, that whenever 
the Scene ſhall be opened, and a full Difcovery 
made to us of all that is to come, as far as we are 
concerned in the Knowledge of it, all Things will 
appear ſo right and equitable, and what comes after 
fo exactly fitted to whatever hath gone before, that 
without the leaſt Scruple, Doubt or Suſpicion, we 
ſhall all with one accord cry out, that the Fudgments 
of the Lord are true and Righteous altogether, Pſal. 
xix. . 

& XX1IL. But it may be objected, That there 
are very ſufficient Arguments to prove, that the 
Jewiſh Religion was from God; and yet we 
maintain that it is ſuperſeded by Chriſtianity ; 
How then do we know, but that there is ſome 
other Religion, that comes into the Place of the 
Chriſtian; as the Chriſtian has done into that 
of the Jewiſh? This indeed is the Pretence of 
the Mahometans; but the anſwer to it is very 


. 

hatſoever Things are of moral and eternal 
Goodneſs ; whatſoever things are in their own 
nature honeſt, juſt, pure and lovely, Phil, iv. 8. 
are for ever the ſame, and unchangeable, and are 
all tranſmitted from Judaiſm into Chriſtianity ; 
and there contained in the higheſt degree of Per- 
fection. But for ſuch as are only of poſitive In- 
ſtitution, as they are always ſuppoſed to be in 
themſelves alterable by the fame Authority that 
firſt appointed them, ſo it is no leſs than impoſ- 
3 ſible 
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ſible that they ſhould be all the ſame in the Chriſtian, 
as they were in the Jewiſh Religion. The LJ/raelites, 
ior Example, who lived within a ſmall Tract of 
Ground, were obliged by their Law to perform ſeve- 
ral Acts -of Obedience, and Worſhip, at certain 
Times of the Year, at no other place but the Houſe 
of God; which for many Years was the Temple of 
Feruſalem, where they who lived at the remoter 
Parts of the Earth, could not poflibly give their At- 
tendance: And this alone (to omit many other 
Conſiderations) is enough to thew, that the poſitive 
Part of the Moſaick Law, was only intended for 
that one People ; and that too no longer than they 
ſhould remain diſtin and ſeparate from all other 
Nations, Moreover, in all the Revelations that 
Cod was pleaſed to make of himſelf, even from the 
very time of the Fall of Man, he till thought fit 


to give plain Intimations of farther Diſcoveries 


that were to be made of his Will to the World: 
As. appears by the Promiſes made by him, That 
tt Seed of the Woman ſhould bruiſe the Serpent's 
{iead, Gen, iii. 15. That in the Seed of Abraham all 
the Nations of the Earth ſhould be bleſſed, Gen. xxii. 
18. That Shilo ſhould come, and unto him ſhould 
the gathering of the People be, ch. xlix. 10. That 
God would raiſe up unto his People a Prophet, 
like unta Meſes, whom they ſhould hear, Deut. xviii. 
15, 18. And in a word, from all theſe Predic- 
tions in the Old Teſtament, which the Jews, as 
well as Chriſtians, always did, and till do under- 
ſtand to foretel. the coming of. the Meſſiah, who 
was to fell them all Things, John iv. 25. Whereas 
in all that Declaration of his Will, which in theſe 
laſt Days God has been pleaſed to make unto the 
World by his Son, Heb. i. 2. there is not the 


leaſt Suggeſtion or Intimation of any new or 
| farther 
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farther Revelation of his Will to be made; but alto- 
gether the contrary : As abundantly appears from 
many Paſſages in the New Teſtament; particularly 
from the Promiſe of our Bleſſed Saviour, to be with 
his Diſciples alway even unto the end of the World, 
Matt. xxviii. 19, 20.) in the preaching of the Goſpel, 
which he had commanded them to teach all Nations ; 
and above all, from the frequent Aſſurance he has 
given us, both by himſelf and his Apoſtles, that all 
who ſhall receive his Doctrine, and conform them- 
ſelves to it, ſhall inherit eternal Life, Mark xvi. 15, 
16. John iii. 15, 16. which being the utmoſt Re- 
ward that Man is capable of receiving, ſhews, that 
that Obedience, to which this reward is annexed, is 
the utmoſt that God Almighty does or ever will re- 
quire, from any Man whatſoever. So that if once 
we allow the Chriſtian Religion to be from God, (as 
I think the Proofs brought for it are beyond all 
imaginable Exceptions) we muſt of neceflity alſo 
own, that this is the laſt Revelation of himſelf, or 
his Will, that ever he defigns to make to the 
World, and conſequently that all Pretences to new 
and farther Diſcoveries in Religion, can be no better 
than Impoſture or Deluſion. 

XXIV. I proceed to the third Queſtion ; name- 
ly, Why we are Proteſtants and not Papiſts ; of the 
Reformed rather than the Roman Religion ? 

Whatſoever Controverſies have been raiſed, or 
different Opinions at any time maintained in the 
World, concerning the divine Inſpiration, Autho— 
rity, PerfeCtion, Interpretation, or Perſpicuity of the 
Holy Scriptures ; yet all who have ever profefled 
Chriſtianity with the leaſt degree of Sobriety (whe- 
ther Papiſts or Proteſtants, or of what other De- 
nominatior ſoever they have been) have conſtantly 


and 
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ſible that they ſhould be all the ſame in the Chriſtian, 
as they were in the Jewiſh Religion. The 7/raelttes, 
tor Example, who lived within a ſmall Tract of 
Ground, were obliged by their Law to perform ſeve- 
ral Acts -of Obedience, and Worſhip, at certain 
times of the Year, at no other place but the Houſe 
of God; which for many Years was the Temple of 
Feruſalem, where they who lived at the remoter 
Parts of the Earth, could not poſſibly give. their At- 
tendance: And this alone (to omit many other 
Conſiderations) is enough to thew, that the poſitive 
Part of the Moſaick Law, was only intended for 
that one People ; and that too no longer than they 
ſhould remain diſtin&t and ſeparate from all other 
Nations, Moreover, in all the Revelations that 
Cod was pleaſed to make of himſelf, even from the 


very time of the Fall of Man, he ftill thought fit 


to give plain Intimations of farther Diſcoveries 
that were to be made of his Will to the World: 
As appears by the Promiſes made by him, That 
tn Seed of the Woman ſhould bruiſe the Serpent's 
{iead, Gen, iii. 15. That in the Seed of Abraham all 
the Nations of the Earth ſhould be bleſſed, Gen. xxii. 
18. That Shi ſhould come, and unto him ſhould 
the gathering of the People be, ch. xlix. 10. That 
God would raiſe up unto his People a Prophet, 
lite unta Meſes, whom they ſhould hear, Deut. xviii. 
15, 18, And in a word, from all theſe Predic- 
tions in the Old Teſtament, which the Jews, as 
well as Chriſtians, always did, and ſtill do under- 
ſtand to foretel the coming of the Meſſiah; who 
was to tell them all Things, John iv. 25. Whereas 
in all that Declaration of his Will, which in the ſe 
laſt Days God has been pleaſed to make unto the 
World by his Son, Heb. i. 2. there is not the 


leaſt Suggeſtion or Intimation of any new or 
farther 
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farther Revelation of his Will to be made; but alto- 
gether the contrary : As abundantly appears from 
many Paſſages in the New Teſtament; particularly 
from the Promiſe of our Bleſſed Saviour, to be with 
his Diſciples alway even unto the end of the World, 
Matt. xxviii. 19, 20.) in the preaching of the Goſpel, 
which he had commanded them to teach all Nations ; 
and above all, from the frequent Aſſurance he has 
given us, both by himſelf and his Apoſtles, that all 
who ſhall receive his Doctrine, and conform them- 
ſelves to it, ſhall inherit eternal Life, Mark xvi. 15, 
16. John iii. 15, 16. which being the utmoſt Re- 
ward that Man is capable of receiving, ſhews, that 
that Obedience, to which this reward is annexed, is 
the utmoſt that God Almighty does or ever will re- 
quire, from any Man whatſoever. So that if once 
we allow the Chriſtian Religion to be from God, (as 
I think the Proofs brought for it are beyond all 
imaginable Exceptions) we muſt of neceflity alſo 
own, that this is the laſt Revelation of himſelf, or 
his Will, that ever he defigns to make to the 
World, and conſequently that all Pretences to new 
and farther Diſcoveries in Religion, can be no better 
than Impoſture or Deluſion. 

XXIV. I proceed to the third Queſtion ; name- 
ly, Why we are Proteſtants and not Papiſts ; of the 
Reformed rather than the Roman Religion ? 

Whatſoever Controverſies have been raiſed, or 
different Opinions at any time maintained in the 
World, concerning the divine Inſpiration, Autho— 
rity, PerfeCtion, Interpretation, or Perſpicuity of the 
Holy Scriptures ; yet all who have ever profefled 
Chriſtianity with the leaſt degree of Sobriety (whe- 
ther Papiſts or Proteſtants, or of what other De- 
nominatior ſoever they have been) have conſtantly 


and 
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and fully agreed in this; that whatever Doctrines or 
Rules of Life are clearly and plainly taught and con- 
tained in thoſe ſacred Writings ; and are altogether 
agreeable to the main Tenor and Deſign of them; 
oright always to be received as true and obligatory 
to every Man as far as he has the Opportunity of 
coming, to the Knowledge of them. Now the whole 
2nd intire Religion of a Proteſtant is no more but 


this; to believe and profeſs. the Articles of the Apo- 


ſtles Creed, to be duly baptized with Water accord- 
ing to Chriſt's Inſtitution, to lead a holy and virtuous 
Lite in the diligent Practice of the Duties of Piety 
and Morality, frequently to participate. of that holy 
Ordinance of Bread and Wine, which takes its Name 
from Chriſt's appointing it at his laſt Supper; and 
laſtly, to give all due Obedience to that lawful Au- 
thority both civil and eccleſiaſtical, which, in the 


Courſe of God's Providence, is placed over him ;. 


ror does any ſober Proteſtant, that I know of, re- 
quire more than this, as an eflential part of Re- 
gion, or abſolutely neceſſary to the Salvation 
of any Chriſtian-; and that all this is clearly, 
plainly, and beyond all Contradiction, contained and 
taught in the Holy Scriptures, and altogether agree- 
able to the main Tenor and Deſign of them, is 
not only moſt evident to every one who reads them; 
put alſo fully and freely owned and acknowledged 
by all thoſe who are of the Church of Rome; which 
therefore we take to be a very ſufficient Reaſon 
wiy we are of the Proteſtant Religion. For what- 
ever Objection may be pretended againſt the Name 
Proteſtant, as being new and unheard-of till of 
late Years; yet nothing of that Nature can be 
more evident than that the Religion which we profeſs, 
33 I have but now deſcribed it,, is as antient 2 
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the firſt Propagation of the Goſpel by the Apoſtles; 
being all of it moſt plainly contained in the Holy 
Scriptures. | | | 
It may perhaps be objected that the Thirty Nine 
Articles, received by our Church, are expreſly 
called Articles Religion; and the Confeſſions, by 
other Proteſtant Churches - publiſhed, are uſually 
ſtiled Confeſſions of Faith Now that theſe Articles 
and Confeſſions. do all of them contain much more 
than what I have but now ſet down as the whole 
Religion of a Proteſtant, is evident, and accordingly 
acknowledged : and if ſo, the Conſequence muſt 
neceſlarily be, that the Faith or Religion of a Pro- 
teſtant includes a great deal more than what I have 
deſcribed to be in it. 
To this the Anſwer will not be difficult if we con- 
ſider that theſe Words Faith and Religion are ſome- 
times taken in a larger, and ſometimes in a more 
contracted and limited Signification; ſometimes th 
are put to ſignify that whole Syſtem of Doctrine 
which is authentickly received by any Church ; tho? 
not all of it, as abſolutely neceſſary to Church-Com- 
munion or eternal Salvation; yet as found and true, 
and altogether agreeable to the Holy Scriptures, or 
whatever Rule of Faith or Religion is received, and 
owned by them: And in this Acceptation of the 
Words,. the Faith or Religion of a Proteſtant may 
be ſaid to contain more than what I have mentioned 
to be in it: But theſe ſame Words, as they are im- 
plied, tho' not expreſſed in my Text, are to be un- 
derſtood in the ſtricteſt Signification, to denote no 
more than what is ordinarily neceſſary to the Salvation 
of a Chriſtian. My Text requires no more from 
us, but that we ſhould be ready to give an Anſwer to 
every Man that aſketh us a Reaſon of the Hope that ts 
in us; or in other Terms, why we hope N » 
ave 
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faved in and by that Faith and Religion which we 
profeſs ? But to give our Reaſons why we believe 
fome other Doctrines alſo to be true, (although we do 
not look upon them as ordinarily neceſſary to Salva- 
tion) however prudent and proper upon many Occa- 
fions it may be, is yet beyond the Deſign of what 
my Text preſcribes; Now, if we take the Words 
Faith and Religion in this Senſe, for no more but 
what we eſteem to be ordinarily neceſſarily to the 
Salvation of every Chriſtian; there is no ſober Pro- 
teſtant, that I know of, who extends his Faith or 
Religion beyond thoſe Bounds within which I have 
but now defcribed it; that is to ſay, requires any 
more to be explicitly believed or practiſed, in order to 
the eternal Salvation of a Chriſtian than thoſe ſeve- 
ral Things that I have mentioned. 

But ſtill a part of the Queſtion continues unan- 
fwered ; nor will it be thought ſufficient barely for us 
to ſhew, why we embrace.our own Religion : But 
it will farther be expected that we ſhould give our 
Reaſons for refuſing to join with the Church of 
Rome, in the Profeſſion or Practice of what they, 
beyond this, would expect and require from us. 

For the clearing up therefore of what remains 
we muſt take notice that the Difference between 
us and the Church of Rome, does not conſiſt in 
this, that they deny any thing to be ordinarily 
neceſſary to Salvation, which we affirm ſo to be, 
excepting only the Cup in the Holy Communion : 
But the great Difference between us lies in this, 
'That in one Inſtance they have deprived the People 
of ſomething, which by Chriſt's own appointment 
(as we apprehend) every Chriſtian, that comes to 
Years of Underſtanding, ought to partake of; 1 
mean the Cup in the Holy Communion. And in 
divers other Inſtances they have added to the Chri- 


ſtian 
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ſtian Religion, ſundry Doctrines and Practices to 
be received by every one who is in Communion 
with them; which Doctrines and Practices we look 
on not only to be unneceſſary, (for then perhaps 
we might in ſome Things, for Peace ſake, comply 
with them) but to be falſe and unlawful; and 
therefore ſuch as with a good Conſcience we can- 
not profeſs, or join with them in: And if we can 
make this our Allegation good, it is a ſufficient 
Reaſon why we neither are nor will be Papiſts; 
* ſo compleats our Anſwer to this third Que- 

ion. 41 

To come to the Matter then in very few Words. 
If Chriſt's own Appointment be a ſufficient ground 
for that Obligation that lies upon all Chriſtians to 
partake (as they become capable) of the Holy Com- 
munion, (which no ſober Man of the Church of 
Rome ever yet, I believe, denicd ;) this holds alto- 
gether as ſtrongly for drinking of the Cup, as it 
does for eating of the Bread. If that Doctrine 
which is directly contrary to the univerſal Senſe 
and Reaſon of all Mankind, and to divers very 
plain Paſſages of Holy Scripture ; and relies only 
and entirely upon a pretended literal Interpretation 


of one {ſingle form of Expreſſion, (which, if it be 


once admitted, will as well prove our Bleſſed Sa- 
viour to be, in a literal Senſe alſo, a Vine, a Rock, 
and a Deer; with many other ſuch Abſurdities) if 
ſuch. a Doctrine as this, I ſay, may well be looked 
upon as falſe; then the Doctrine of Tranſubſtan- 
tiation, as ſtated hy the Council of Trent, cannot 
juſtly be. received as true, and with it the Sacrifice 
of the Maſs, and Worſhip of the Hoſt, both which 
entirely rely upon this Doctrine, muſt alſo fall to 
the Ground. If we muſt wor/hip the Lord our * 
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and ſerve him only, as our Saviour expreſly ſays, 
Matth. iv. 10, and if the firſt and ſecond Com- 
mandments have ſtill the fame Meaning, and are 
of the ſame Obligation to us under the Goſpel, 
as they were unto the Iſraelites under the Moſaick 
Diſpenſation; then the Invocation and Worſhip 
of Saints, Images and. Relicks, as preſcribed and 
practiſed in the Church of Rome, muſt of neceſ- 
fity be not only unlawful, but in a very high 
degree provoking unto God, who has declared 
himſelf to be @ jealous God, The Time would fail 
me to ſpeak of the Pope's Claim of Supremacy, 
his or his Churches pretended infallibility, Pur- 
gatory, Indulgences, Maſſes for the Dead, Pri- 
vate Maſſes, Auricular Confeſſion, Penance and 
Satisfaction for Sins, Merits, Works of Superero- 
gation, Pilgrimages, and all the long Train of 
Errors, and unlawful or unwarrantable Practices, 
which under the Name and Pretence of Apeſfolicł 
and Eccleſiaſtical Traditions, Obſervation and Con- 
flitutions of the Church, are impoſed upon the 
Members of that Communion; and muſt, under 
the Penalty of Anathema, be owned and approv- 
ed of by them: All which Things, being feriouſ- 
ly weighed and conſidered, we cannot but con- 
clude, that as we have ſufficient ground for moſt 
heartily embracing the Chriſtian Religion, as it 
is in all Proteſtant Churches generally profeſſed 
and declared to be neceſſary to Salvation, fo have 
we abundant Reaſon, for the rejecting all thoſe 
Additions which the Church of Rome has made 
to it, or Alterations in it; -and confequently for 
refuſing to join with that Church (as Jong as it 
continues thus corrupted) in religious Worſhip or 


Communion, And thus I have at laſt done _ 
c 
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the third Queſtion Propoſed ; namely, Why we are 
Proteſtants, and neither are nor will be Papiſis? 

S XXV. The fourth Queſtion yet remains 
namely, Why we are Proteſtants of the Eftabliſhed 
Church, and not of any Party that diſſents or divides 


from her? To which, I think, a fair and ſatisfac- 


tory Anſwer may in very few Words be given. 

hatever all Sober Proteſtants (I might add alſo 
and divers learned Papiſts) do maintain to be neceſ- 
ſary to the Salvation of a Chriſtian ; we can ſhew 
it all fully and freely to be had and enjoyed in our 
Church, We believe and profeſs the true Faith, as 
delivered in the Creed; we are all received into the 
Church by Baptiſm ; we are taught to lead holy 
and virtuous Lives; no part of Chriſt's Inſtitutien is 
omitted in the Adminiſtration of the Holy Commu- 
nion; we have Governors, both Ecclefiaſtical and 
Civil, lawfully ſet over us, to whom we are re- 
quired to give Obedience ſo far, and no farther 
than as the Law of God preſcribes; Nor does any 
ſober Proteſtant, as I have already ſaid, require any 
more than this, as an eſſential Part of Religion, 
or of abſolute neceſſity to our everlaſting Happi- 
neſs. 

Again, Some Things may perhaps be eſteemed 
as profitable in order to Salvation, although they 
cannot be reckoned to be of abſolute neceſſity: 
And whatever there is or may be of this ſort, 
may as fully and beneficially be enjoyed amongſt 
us, as in any Society of Chriſtians whatſoever: 
He, who is a Member of our Church, may read 
the Holy Scriptures and other good Books, attend 
the Worſhip of God both publickly and private- 
ly, hear Sermons, keep Days of Faſting or Ab- 
ſtinence, and do every thing elſe that any way 
tends to his Soul's Health; And this as _ 

an 
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and as often as he pleaſes, or can any way conduce 
to bis ſpiritual or eternal Welfare. 

Nor is there any thing preſcribed in or required, 
by our Church, that is any way deſtructive of Sal- 
vation, or in the leaſt a hinderance to it. Nothing 
but Sin can any way be a bar to the Salvation of 
him that profeſſes Chriſtianity ; nor can any thing 
be reckoned as a Sin, 1 John iii. 4. except it be 


either expreſly or by good conſequence, a Tranſ- 


greſſion of the Law of God; and where no Law is, 
there is no Tranſgreſſion, Rom. iv. 15. Now how- 
ever ſome of our Ceremonies or Eccleſiaſtical Con- 
ſtitutions may not be altogether agreeable to the 
Fancies or Deſires of thoſe who refuſe them, and 
whatever other Objections are or may be artificially 
contrived againſt them; yet till there is not any 
one Thing required to be performed by any Mem- 
ber of our Communion, that can be proved to be 
contrary to any of God's Laws, or therefore can juſtly 
be condemned as any way deſtructive of Salvation. 
Now wherever a Church is by Law eſtabliſhed, 
in which all things any way neceſſary or profi- 
table to Salvation may fully and freely be had 
and enjoyed, and nothing at all deſtructive of 
Salvation is impoſed upon any Man: From ſuch 
a Church as this, no Man ought to ſeparate : and 
every one that lives within the Precincts of it, 
ought conſtantly to continue in its Communion, 


And although there may be ſome Things in its Con- 


{titution that are not ſo agreeable to his particular 
reliſh; yet as long as he can without Sin, and 
therefore with a good Conſcience, conform to 
them, he ought not on the Score of any ſuch Things 
as theſe, either to break the Unity, or diſturb the 
Peace of the Church, or refuſe his Obedience to 
lawful 
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lawful Authority : And this I take to be a ſufficient 
and ſatisfactory Anſwer to this fourth and laſt Que- 
ſtion. | N 

$ XXVI. But there are two Difficulties that ariſe 
upon the whole, whick I muſt endeavour to clear 
up before I conclude. 

Fir then, it will perhaps be objected by thoſe 
of the Church of Rome, that however fair and well 
put together, all theſe Arguments, brought for the 
Proof of our Religion, may, at the firſt View, ap- 
pear to be; yet, when the Strength of them comes 
to be ſtrictly examined, they will at beſt be found 
to be no more but probable, and far ſhort of [nfalli- 
bility : Now the higheſt Probability, ſay they, till 
includes and implies ſome ſmall Degree, at leaft of 
Uncertainty; and conſequently cannot be a Ground 
ſufficiently firm, on which a Man may venture his 
eternal Salvation ; and for this Reaſon they decry all 
other Men's Perſuaſion in Religion but their own, 
which they ſay is ſupported by the 1nfallibility of 


their Church; and therefore is beyond even the 


Poſſibility of failing. 

But would theſe Men have us build our Faith 
upon the Infallibility of their Church, without 
any Proof at all brought for it; or have they 
ſufficient Arguments to convince and ſatisfy us 
of the Truth and Reality of ſuch Infallibility? 
The former of theſe is altogether abſurd ; nor do 
they demand ſo fooliſh and unreaſonable a Thing 
from us: If then they undertake firſt to bring 
ſufficient Proof of their Infallibility, before they 
would have us receive or acknowledge it, I de- 
mand farther, is this ſame Proof, in itſelf, infal- 
lible or not? If not, then what are we the better 
for the pretended Infallibility of a Church, which 
has not infallible Arguments to ſupport it ? But 
if their Proof be in ep infallible, it will follow 

that 
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and as often as he pleaſes, or can any way conduce 
to his ſpiritual or et&nal Welfare. 

Nor is there any thing preſcribed in or required, 
by our Church, that is any way deſtructive of Sal- 
vation, or in the leaſt a hinderance to it. Nothin 
but Sin can any way be a bar to the Salvation of 
him that profelles Chriſtianity ; nor can any thing 
be reckoned as a Sin, 1 John iii. 4. except it be 
either expreſly or by good conſequence, a Tranſ- | 
greſſion of the Law of God; and where no Law is, 
there is no Tranſgreſſion, Rom. iv. 15. Now how- 
ever ſome of our Ceremonies or Eccleſiaſtical Con- 
ſtitutions may not be altogether agreeable to the 
Fancies or Deſires of thoſe who refuſe them, and 
whatever other Objections are or may be artificially 
contrived againſt them; yet ſtill there is not any 
one Thing required to be performed by any Mem- 
ber of our Communion, that can be proved to be 
contrary to any of God's Laws, or therefore can juſtly 
be condemned as any way deſtructive of Salvation. 

Now wherever a Church is by Law eſtabliſhed, 
in which all things any way neceſſary or profi- 
table to Salvation may fully and freely be had 
and enjoyed, and nothing at all deſtructive of 
Salvation is impoſed upon any Man: From ſuch 
a Church as this, no Man ought to ſeparate : and 
every one that lives within the Precincts of it, 
ought conſtantly to continue in its Communion, 

And although there may be ſome Things in its Con- 
{titution that are not ſo agreeable to his particular 
reliſh ; yet as long as he can without Sin, and 
therefore with a good Conſcience, conform to 
them, he ought not on the Score of any ſuch Things 
as theſe, either to break the Unity, or diſturb the 
Peace of the Church, or refuſe his Obedience to 

lawful 
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lawful Authority : And this I take to be a ſufficient 
and ſatisfactory Anſwer to this fourth and laſt _ 
ſion, 

$ XXVI. But there are two Difficulties that aric 
upon the whole, which I muſt endeavour to clear 
up before I conclude. 

Fir/t then, it will perhaps be objected by thoſe 
of the Church of Rome, that however fair and well 
put together, all theſe Arguments, brought for the 
Proof of our Religion, may, at the firſt View, ap- 
pear to be; yet, when the Strength of them comes 
to be ſtriclly examined, they will at beſt be found 
to be no more but probable, and far ſhort of Infalli- 
bility : Now the higheſt Probability, ſay they, till 
includes and implies ſome ſmall Degree, at leaſt of 
Uncertainty; and conſequently cannot be a Ground 
ſufficiently firm, on which a Man may venture his 
eternal Salvation; and for this Reaſon they decry all 
other Men's Perſuaſion in Religion but their own, 
which they ſay is ſupported by the /nfallibility of 


their Church; and therefore is beyond even the 


Poſſibility of failing. 

But would theſe Men have us build our Faith 
upon the Infallibility of their Church, without 
any Proof at all brought for it; or have they 
ſufficient Arguments to convince and ſatisfy us 
of the Truth and Reality of ſuch Infallibility ? 
The former of theſe is altogether abſurd ; nor do 
they demand ſo fooliſh and unreaſonable a Thin 
from us: If then they undertake firſt to bring 


ſufficient Proof of their Infallibility, before they 
would have us receive or acknowledge it, I de- 


mand farther, is this ſame Proof, in itſelf, infal- 
lible or not? If not, then what are we the better 
for the pretended Infallibility of a Church, which 
has not infallible Arguments to ſupport it ? But 
if their Proof be in * infallible, it will follow 

that 
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that there is an Infailibility antecedent to that of the 
Church: And why may we not ſuppoſe, that the 
Truth of Religion may thereby be proved as well 
antecedently to the Infallibility of the Church, as the 
Infallibility of the Church antecedently to the Truth 
of Religion. 

Again, whatever Arguments they offer for the 
Proof of their pretended Infallibility, muſt be, and 
accordingly are always drawn either from Reaſon, 
or Scripture, or both in conjunction together ; 
from which ſame Fountains we alſo directly 
bring our Proofs for the eſtabliſhing of the Truth 
of our Religion: Now, let their Arguments for 
their Infallibility, and ours for our Religion, 
be well compared the one with the other; and 
it will ſoon appear to every impartial Man, that 
thoſe, which we bring immediately in the behalf fof 
Religion, are by much the moſt concluſive of the 
two. Nor can they of the Church of Rome pretend 
to offer one ſingle Word in behalf of their Infallibi- 
lity; but upon a Suppoſition that the Being of God, 
and the Truth of Chiiſtianity are firſt ſufficiently 
eſtabliſhed upon the Proofs which are common, both 
to us and them : So that whatever Strength they may 
fancy to be in their Arguments for the Infallibility 
of their Church, it muſt all of neceſſity depend upon 
thoſe that are, antecedently thereto, brought for 
the eſtabliſhing of Religion, and Chriſtianity in ge- 
neral: From whence theſe two Conſequences muſt 
unavoidably follow : Fir/t, That no Man's Belief 
of Religion and Chriſtianity in the general can juſtly 
in the leaſt depend upon the ſuppoſed Infallibility of 
the Church; and, Secondly, That if from Reaſon 
and Scripture, as good or better Arguments may be 
immediately had for the eſtabliſhing of the particular 
Doctrines of Chriſtianity, than are brought * the 
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Proof of this pretended Infallibility z we may as well, 
nay we had much better receive ſuch particular Doc- 
trines upon the Proof that ſo may be brought for 
them, than endeavour to lay the Streſs of them upon 
ſuch an Infallibility, as cannot be ſo well proved as 
they themſelves may be without it. And indeed 
when it is conſidered how much the Writers of the 
Church of Rome are puzzled, either where to place 
their pretended Infallibility, or how to make any ſort 
of Proof of it, it may well amaze every ſober Man 
to find them with ſo much Confidence inſiſting upon 
a Thing, which, on a ſober Examination, appears 
to be no better than a Fiction or Hypotheſis, con- 
trived to ferve a Turn, and void of all ſatisfactory 
Proof or Reality. 

But it is not enough, that we can fo abundantly 
retort this Objection upon the Church of Rome; for 
notwithſtanding this, the Difficulty ſtill remains and 
requires another kind of Solution: In order where- 
unto, it muſt indeed be freely granted, that in all mat- 
ters of great Moment and Conſequence (where we 
ſuppoſe every Man willing to run as little Hazard as 
poſſibly may be) if ſtrict and infallible Certainty 
can be obtained, no Man ought to ſtop ſhort of it, 
or content himſelf with any degree of bare Probabi- 
lity, how great ſoever it may appear to be. But let 
us ſuppoſe, either that the Matter in debate will not 
admit, or that the Perſon who makes the Enquiry, 
is uncapable of this ſort of abſolute Certainty : What 
muſt be done in ſuch a Caſe as this? A Man, for 
Example, expects in all probability to be ruined, if 
he does not take a Journey of a hundred Miles : 
Now, becauſe it cannot be mathematically demon- 
ſtrated to him that he ſhall come ſafe to the Place 
whither he would travel ; that he ſhall neither break 
his Bones by a Fall from his Horſe, nor be drowned 
in crofling of a Ferrry, nor murthered by Highway- 

12 men, 
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men, nor periſh upon the Road by any other Acci- 
dent; becauſe theſe things, I ſay, cannot be ſtrictly 
demonſtrated, muſt he therefore reſolve to ſtay at 
Home, at all Hazards, and not make the beſt Pre- 
paration he can tor his Journey ? If any Man thinks 
he can produce better Proofs, for Religion, than thoſe 
we already have; no doubt but every Man, as far 
as he is capable, ought fairly to weigh and conſider 
them: But if we already have as much as may abun- 
dantly ſatisfy every ſober and impartial Man, and 
the Arguments for Religion do vaſtly over-ballance 
thoſe few trifling Pretences, that are brought againſt 
itz muſt we ſullenly fit dowa (and that with the 
greateſt Hazard of eternal Miſery) in Atheiſm, Scep- 
ticiſm, or Infidelity ; for no other Reaſon but that we 
have not that riet, infallible Proof of things, which 
neither does their Nature require, nor our own per- 
Laps is capable of receiving ? 

XXVII. The other Difficulty which ariſes upon 
this Diſcourſe, is, That however rational and ſatiſ- 
; :tory all this Account which we give of our Reli- 
gon may, to Men of Senſe and Underſtanding, ap- 
pear to be ; yet the vulgar Sort, which are much the 
greatelt part of Mankind, are not only ignorant of 
it all, but even altogether uncapable of apprehending 
the Force of the ſeveral Arguments contained in it ; 
as will ſoon appear to any Man that makes the Expe- 
riment. Either then we muſt ſuppoſe numberleſs 
Millions of Men to be under no Obligation of em- 
bracing or profeſling any Religion at all, or the Foun- 


dation of ſuch Obligation muſt be laid upon ſome 


other and plainer Account of things, that may not 
be above the Reach of their Capacity. 

For anſwer hereunto, I deſire that theſe two things 
may be duly conſidered; 
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Fir/t, That many Men there are in the World, 
who have a very ſufficient Underſtanding of much 
more than what in Words they are well able to ex- 
preſs: For Example; A Man altogether illiterate, 
oftentimes follows the Buſineſs of his particular Call- 
ing with Prudence and Diſcretion ; which plainly 
ſhews that he has a juſt and right Notion of Things, 
ſo far at leaſt as to guide and direct him in his pri- 
vate Aﬀairs : But if, upon many Occaſions, you de- 
fire him in Words to expreſs the Grounds and Rea- 
ſons of what he does, you will find him, being no 
Maſter at all of Language, but very imperfectly able 
to do it: Now let us ſuppoſe the ſame Man (which 
very often is the Caſe) to be very regular in the Per- 
formance of all the Duties of Religion; conſtant in 
the Worſhip of God, both public and private ; fre- 
quent at the Holy Communion ; juſt, true, ſober, 
temperate, charitable, and obedient to lawful Au- 
thority ; and all this, as far as ever we are able to 
judge, upon a true Principle of Conſcience; is not 
ſuch conſtant and uniform Regularity of his Life and 
Actions, as clear a Proof that he has alſo a due Ap- 
prehenſion of the Things of Religion, ſufficient to 
direct and ſupport him through God's Grace in the 
Practice of it: Although at the ſame time, if you 
aſk him a Reaſon of the Hope that is in him, and of 
all that he does on that Account, his Anſwer as to 
the outward Form of Expreſſion will appear but 
weak and imperfect: And muſt be ſupplied, as to 
that Defect, by the Diſcretion and Charity of him 
that makes the Enquiry ? It is therefore a great Mi- 
ſtake if we conclude, that Men underſtand little or 
nothing of Religion, or the Reaſon of it, only be- 
cauſe they know not how to cloth their Thoughts 
with Words or Expreſſions, that carry any tolerable 
Propriety in them: In many Caſes a Man's Actions 
much more certainly than his Words, do ſhew whit 
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his Judgment is, and what are the inward Thoughts 
and Sentiments of his Mind, 

Secondly, If we rightly diſtinguiſh between Reli- 
gion ſtrictly and properly ſo called (which compre- 
hends no more than what is ordinarily required for 
the Salvation of every Man) and Notions or Doc- 
trines, whether falſe or true which have been mixed 
with, and by many adopted into it ; whatever Ab- 
ſtruſeneſs or Difficulty may occur in many of the 
Jatter, there is nothing in the former, (I mean as far 
as it is neceſſary to be underſtood,) or in the Grounds 
or Reaſons of it, that is above the Capacity of every 
Man of common Underſtanding that ſober and dili- 
gently makes Enquiry into it, The Nature of God, 
the Extent of his Attributes, and the utmoſt Depth 
of all thoſe Myſteries which in part are only revealed 
unto us in the Goſpel, (1 Cor. xiii. .) are altogether 
as incomprehenſible and unfathomable to the Learn- 
ed as to the Unlearned : But what Man almoſt is 
there of ſo mean a Capacity, that may not, with 
moderate Inſtruction and due Attention thereunto, 
be fully and rationally convinced of the Being and 
chief Attributes of God, from the very Structure of 
the World ; of the Truth of Chriſtianity from the 
well · atteſted Prophecies and Miracles, (beſides its 
own internal Goodneſs) whereby it is confirmed ; 
and laſtly of all, thoſe Doctrines and Rules of Life 
that are neceſſary to Salvation, from the main Tenor 
and Deſign of the Holy Scriptures, in which all ſorts 
of Chriſtians do agree, as I have already though brief- 
ly Tet forth the whole matter: It is not every Man 
indeed who may be capable of diſputing, or main- 
taining an Argument for Religion, as I have already 
ſaid : But if Men generally do not underſtand as much 
of it as is neceſſary to Salvation, nor are able to give 
ſome tolerable Account (however imperfectly ex- 
preſſed) why they hope to be ſaved in and by the 
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Fault is not that the thing itſelf is above their Capa- 
city; but either that they want good and plain In- 
ſtruction, or elſe will not give ſufficient Attention 
to it; and let thus much ſuffice to have been ſpoken 
to the ſecond Difficulty.. - CORSED ISS 
$ XXVIII. And now for a concluſion of all: I 
have only this to add; That whatever Knowledge 
or Underſtanding in Religion, or the Grounds and 
Reaſons of it any Man may have, if he does not 
carefully and conſcientiouſly bring forth the Fruit 
of it in a truly virtuous and pious Life; it will be 
ſo far from being of any advantage to him, that, on 
the contrary, it will moſt certainly turn to his greater 
Condemnation ; the Servant who knows not his Lord's 
Will, and, by Reaſon of his Ignorance, commits 
things in themſelves wsrthy of Stripes, has ſomethi 
to plead in excuſe for himſelf (at leaſt if his Igno- 
rance be not through his own Fault or Neglect) and 
ſhall be beaten but with few Stripes ; but that Servant 
who knows his Lord's Mill, and yet prepares not him- 


felf,, neither does according to his Will; ſuch a Ser- 


vant as this, not only in the higheft Degree affronts 
his Lord, but alſo gives great Scandal and evil Ex- 
ample, to his Fellow-Servants ; and therefore is moſt 
juſtly ſentenced to be beaten with many Stripes; fer 
unto whomſoever much is given, of him ſhall much be 


required, Luke xii. 47, 48. 
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The Church Catechiſm, with ſingle Proofs taken from 
"the Word of Scripture only, after a new Method. By 
the Reverend Mr. Bunbury. The ſeventh Edition. To 
which are added, Graces, and a Morning and Evening 

Prayer. Price 2d. or 125. per Hundred. OE 

A brief Expofition of the Catechiſm of the Church of 
England, in an eaſy and familiar Method, for the Uſe of 
Perſons of tender Years and moderate Attainments. By 
N. Clark, Rector of Shafton St. James, in the County of 
Dorſet. Price 3d. or 20s. per Hundred, 

The Spirit of St. Pau/; or the Sentiments of this 
Great Apoſtle relating to a Chriſtian Life and Converſa- 
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Likewiſe are fold very cheap, 


All ſorts of Bibles, Common Prayer Books, Tcſta- 
ments, Spelling Books, Pialtars, and School Books. 


Books of the neweſt Kind in Law, Hiſtory, Phy ſicl:, 
Mathematicks, Divinity, Sc. 


